Transcript
March 3, 2026, 8:51PM

Researcher started transcription

Researcher   0:03
Yeah, that's the start.
Art.
Uh, OK.
So this is the sample semi-structured interview questions about my research about the impact of social media on Algerian students who are going to study abroad or who are already abroad.
I mean already studying abroad, so we start with the Section A demographic section. So what's your age?

P6    0:36
I am in my twenties.

Researcher   0:39
OK, what is your gender?

P6    0:42
Mail.

Researcher   0:44
And your current level of study.

P6    0:46
Postgraduate programme

Researcher   0:49
OK. And are you currently studying abroad or planning to study abroad?

P6    0:55
I'm studying aboard.

Researcher   0:57
OK, in which country?

P6    1:00
In UK.

Researcher   1:02
OK. And what's the field of study? Are you most interested or currently pursuing?

P6    1:09
Business studies postgraduate programme.
.
Researcher   1:12
OK, and uh, how do how would you describe your English and French proficiency?

P6    1:18
Affluent in both.

Researcher   1:21
OK, OK, so here just demographic section. Let's move to the introduction and background. What motivated you to consider studying abroad?

P6    1:32
Discover new residents.

Researcher   1:35
OK. And how early did you start thinking about studying overseas and what first made you interested?

P6    1:45
From secondary school period, I start thinking about it. What I made me interest in international culture.

Researcher   1:56
OK, so and let's move here to the part of the impact of social media. How often do you use social media and what are your main reasons for using it day-to-day?

P6    2:10
I'm generally using social media to inform myself and to learn more.

Researcher   2:17
OK. And OK. And have you discussed your study abroad plans with family or friends? If yes, what kind of support or opinions have you received from them?

P6    2:29
Yes, I talk with my family and friends. All of them support me and my mom and dad, they were part of my study.

Researcher   2:42
OK, perfect. And yeah, so here, let's explore how and why social media is used. So which social media platforms do you use the most to find information about studying abroad?

P6    2:57
Mhm.
I'm searching much in YouTube.

Researcher   3:07
OK, uh.
So no TikTok, Instagram, Facebook. So I mean when you search for studying abroad the options you use, you used only YouTube.

P6    3:22
YouTube little bit of Instagram, just little bit.

Researcher   3:25
No. OK, OK, perfect. So and what kind of information you are you usually looking for on these platforms?

P6    3:33
The place, the university, the opinion of the student, student there and the campus and lifestyle.

Researcher   3:44
OK.
OK, perfect. So and how do interactions on social media such as comments, discussions, following certain page pages help you to feel more connected to others who are studying abroad?

P6    4:05
Uh.

Researcher   4:09
How do interactions on social media, such as comments, discussions, following search and pages help you in to feel more connected to others who are studying abroad?

P6    4:13
Yeah, uh, yeah, it's not.
I have.
I haven't searched that much. I just took the look for how is it there, how the university work and focusing other comments and interaction.

Researcher   4:38
OK, so in related to that, do you engage with other Algerian or international students online?

P6    4:48
Yeah, yeah. But after coming on the UKI know that in person that keep my online connection with them online.

Researcher   4:59
OK. And have you joined any online communities groups related to study abroad?

P6    5:06
Yeah, yeah. In first time I joined different ones like kitchen, volunteering and all different orders, but at the end they wasn't that much.

Researcher   5:07
Mm.
Yeah. OK, perfect. And.
How do these interactions influence your feelings about belonging or confidence in studying abroad?

P6    5:41
You just confirm my confidence, just make me be more sure.

Researcher   5:47
OK.
Yeah, yeah. So the online interactions gave you emotional support and reassurance about studying abroad. OK, so.
Does seeing other Algerian or North African students online make make the your destination feel more relatable?

P6    6:14
Not really. I'm not interested in which kind of people go into the city.

Researcher   6:21
Mm.
Yeah, OK.
And uh.
Do you feel that social media content reflects your identity, values or cultural background in any way?

P6    6:41
Uh.
Yeah, kind of, but.

Researcher   6:50
OK, I I mean, do you feel that social media content is personalized for you?

P6    6:52
To some extent.
I like.
Yeah, in some contexts it depends like.

Researcher   7:08
OK, OK. It depends on the content itself. Yeah, OK. And do student stories or vlogs influence your expectations or feelings?

P6    7:11
Yeah, yeah.
I saw their stories, but they didn't really affect my decision. I used to watch them just for information. I was already sure about my decision.

Researcher   7:34
OK, so after after your decision, OK, do you ever feel overwhelmed or confused by the amount of information online?

P6    7:37
Yeah.
Uh, no, no. I view them quietly.

Researcher   7:47
Hmm, OK.
OK, so do you prefer content from official university accounts or do you prefer students influencers and and why?

P6    8:01
No official university account because they are the official journal and the information are 100% true and true.

Researcher   8:13
OK, perfect. And what factors pushed you to look for opportunities outside Algeria?

P6    8:23
Quality, quality and style of life and infrastructure.

Researcher   8:29
OK, perfect. So what factors pulled you towards particular countries like the UK, like what's what the factors that motivated you to to come to the UK?

P6    8:29
And.
The reputation as also student life, as I said, and because the UK certificate are of the top most famous ones.

Researcher   8:53
OK, perfect. And how the social media influenced or changed your perception of these of these destinations? I mean how I mean the role of social media in choosing the UK?
In choosing this destination.

P6    9:13
Um.
Just they helped me to verify my IDs and how is the life there like they helped me to check some informations.

Researcher   9:31
OK.

P6    9:33
I got him it.

Researcher   9:33
Yeah, and can you recall or do you remember any post, particular post or video that shaped your opinion?

P6    9:46
Uh, no, no, no.

Researcher   9:47
No. OK, so you have reviewed like general content, no specific what?

P6    9:52
Yeah, it was just like, well, after I took my decision, it's just for more information about the this. Thanks, those things.

Researcher   9:57
Oh, OK.

P6    10:02
Thanks. Those things.

Researcher   10:03
OK, so you haven't evaluate or compare options since like it seems that you already chose the UK from the beginning.

P6    10:14
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

Researcher   10:15
OK, OK. And have you ever changed your preferred destination after seeing content on social media? Have you considered changing your decision or?

P6    10:26
No, no, no. I decide to study in UK for checking social media and haven't changed my mind.

Researcher   10:27
Your decision was final.
Yeah.
OK, OK.
OK, so here you have already mentioned to me the factors that influenced your choice. Have you considered factors like other factors? I mean like like security, safety in the UK?
The visa procedure. So how these factors interacts with what you have seen in the social media?

P6    11:05
Yes, I thought there are some difference between the reality and what I saw social media content like.
It's same as in the reality and the fake fiction kind of fiction, like perfect life in social media.

Researcher   11:21
Hmm.
Yeah.
OK, so have you combined like what you see online with the advice of family and friends when when when choosing where to study?

P6    11:43
No, it doesn't combine.

Researcher   11:46
OK.
So let's here move to the Part E How much do you trust information you see on social media about? I mean, do you trust information you you see on social media about universities abroad?

P6    12:01
Not, not, not usually. I always check the information from the university.

Researcher   12:09
OK, and uh.
OK, So what makes you believe or or what? What makes you doubt the content you find online?

P6    12:22
It's it's like doesn't or never reflects the real life. They're like, as I said, it's imagination, like fake.

Researcher   12:30
Mm.
OK.
And how how does what you see on social media compared to what you hear from people or from official official university websites? Is there a difference?

P6    12:48
Not a real big difference.

Researcher   12:52
Yeah, OK.
In So in what ways does social media reduce or increase your uncertainty about studying abroad?

P6    13:02
It increases. I think it's increased my uncertainly as soon as I arrive at the UKI found that life is more difficult than.

Researcher   13:16
OK.

P6    13:20
How it's presented in social media.

Researcher   13:23
Oh, OK, so the the so the social media doesn't reflect the real picture.

P6    13:28
Yeah, just the good side of the picture.

Researcher   13:29
Uh.
Yeah, uh.
OK, so quickly if you could like walk me through your how, how do you first discovering the university that you have chose until you decide to apply?
Like just yeah.

P6    13:52
Uh, start with a family discussion.
When when parents recommended and encouraged me and my sister to study in the UK, but all family encouraged me to move.

Researcher   14:08
Oh, OK, OK. So basically it's it is the yeah, like the first decision or the first support came through the family.

P6    14:19
Yeah, yeah, it's come from.

Researcher   14:20
Yeah. OK. OK.
Uh.
So when comparing universities, what sources or social media content did you find most useful and trustworthy?

P6    14:37
Uh uh, the most most useful was YouTube and university websites.

Researcher   14:44
OK, so do you think some content creators or influencers or online sources are more reliable than official institutions websites?

P6    14:54
No, no.

Researcher   14:55
Oh, OK.

P6    14:57
Nuts.

Researcher   14:59
So social media hasn't influenced your sense of risk or uncertainty about applying.

P6    15:07
It didn't influence my decision. I checked social media only after the decision has made.

Researcher   15:15
Uh, OK, so you use social media only to check information more details. That's it.

P6    15:20
The my the final decision.

Researcher   15:25
OK.
So let's move here in terms of culture and background, because Algeria is like it's a French speaking country or let's say the major language of study is French, so.
How did like historical and linguistic relationship with countries like friends influence your study or influence your destination choices?

P6    15:54
It's influence in the opposite way because I want to study English since I already speak a fluent French, so I decide to continue to the next level English to have like friends.

Researcher   16:08
OK.

P6    16:10
Degrees, Masters, something.

Researcher   16:13
Oh, OK, yeah. So you want like a new horizon, a new, like, since you already know French, so we want to discover a new language.

P6    16:19
Results.
I I was already able to speak English, but I wasn't sure 100% I can study fully English.

Researcher   16:33
OK. OK. OK. So, so yeah, so uh.
OK, so how do you think social media exposes you to other destinations outside this traditional francophone destinations?
Like, do you think that social media has give you the chance to to discover other destinations like the UK?

P6    16:57
Yes, yes, it's allowed me to explore new horizons in general. I wasn't able to move to any other country.

Researcher   17:03
No, OK.
OK, so do you feel that social media helps challenge or reinforce these traditional preferences?

P6    17:14
Yes, because it's helps to discover new culture, different from the traditional ones.

Researcher   17:24
OK.
And do you feel that studying in an anglophone or francophone country says says something about your identity?

P6    17:35
No, I don't feel that that's all.

Researcher   17:37
OK.
OK, so we have the last part. How do you imagine your study abroad experience based on what you have seen online?

P6    17:49
It's expanded. It's expected. Nothing surprising. Like I was really have this kind of life.

Researcher   17:55
OK.
OK. And do you follow or interact with current students or alumni online? And how, how has that shaped your experience? Oh, sorry, how how it shaped your expectations about studying abroad?

P6    18:14
Yes, after I went to the UK and getting to know current students and alumni person. Personally, I maintain online communication with them, which influence that shaped my experience.
My expectation about studying and living in the UK and anything I need as information or help I can. I always have someone who can help me.

Researcher   18:45
OK, yeah, perfect. And so are there any concerns or doubts that remain despite using social media?

P6    18:59
Uh.
Sorry, uh, no social media.

Researcher   19:06
Hmm.

P6    19:07
Sorry.

Researcher   19:09
I mean, do you have any concerns or doubts?

P6    19:09
Yeah.
No.

Researcher   19:16
Like after using your social media or after you use social media to check information about studying abroad, so.

P6    19:26
Yes, yeah, sure. Because social media are not 100% available, like even for like how much do you spend and how much is easy to find a job for example.

Researcher   19:37
Yeah, yeah, OK, so it doesn't show the like the the full picture.

P6    19:42
It has, yeah.

Researcher   19:45
Yeah, OK. And how do you think your online impressions might differ from the reality of living and studying abroad?

P6    19:54
On social media, studying abro abroad is presented as a high promising opportunity, especially in terms of employability and social events. However, the experience is not always as.
Impressive as presented, as I said, period.

Researcher   20:16
OK. Yeah, yeah.
OK. And have you thought about possible challenges such as cultural differences, discrimination and adapting to a new academic environment?

P6    20:32
I don't think about it a lot, but I face some challenges in terms of discrimination. I find a job or to just.

Researcher   20:46
Yeah, and how do you expect to handle these challenges if they occur, if they if they happen?

P6    20:53
I did not care a lot. I must face them.

Researcher   20:59
OK. And how do you expect to use social media once you arrive abroad? Now you you are already abroad, so you have arrived and you are studying. So do you still use social media?
To stay connected, to get, to get help or to build community.

P6    21:19
Yes, I used to stay connected and to discover it's there are events or in the community where I live in the same study like in the accommodation or in the living space.

Researcher   21:35
Oh, OK, OK. So you're still using the social media after arrival, like, yeah, to get a job or to get connected with new people, new students. Yeah, it's, I mean, for networking.

P6    21:40
Any.
Exactly.

Researcher   21:52
Yeah, OK, so here are the closing questions. If you were advising another Algerian students, what would you tell them about using social media to plan their studies abroad?

P6    22:05
Don't trust 100% the social media, just take the most important information and be ready for any other surprise.

Researcher   22:17
OK. And if you had the rates to influence the rate of of of the social media influence on your study, on your decision to study abroad from 1:00 to 10:00, So what would it be and why?

P6    22:34
Three, I'm not kind of a person who replied that much on social media.

Researcher   22:45
OK, uh.
And is there anything else you would like to share about your experience?

P6    22:53
All what you imagined will not be always the same.

Researcher   22:59
Yeah.

P6    22:59
So for anything possible to prepare yourself for it.

Researcher   23:07
Yeah, I mean, social media like didn't give you the full image about studying abroad life.

P6    23:20
Yeah, exactly.

Researcher   23:23
Yeah. OK. So this is your, this is your your experience. I mean, you found like a big difference between what you, what you have seen online and what you have living now.

P6    23:36
Yeah, and it's in. It's continually like that. Like it's always like that. I haven't changed my mind from the 1st until now.

Researcher   23:47
OK, perfect. OK. So thank you so much for your answers, P6. They are very helpful, very interesting. And yeah, thank you so much. I appreciate your time.

P6    24:02
Thank you. Thank you. No problem.

Researcher   24:05
Thank you so much.

P6    24:07
Yes.
They won't commit. That's all.
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