Appendix B
Semi-Structured Interview Guide

Research Topic
The Role of Social Media and Digital Transformation in Shaping Algerian Students’ Study Abroad Decision-Making
Introduction to Participants
· Brief explanation of the study 
· Confidentiality and anonymity assurance 
· Voluntary participation 
· Permission for recording/transcription 
· Approximate interview duration 

Section 1: Participant Background
Example guiding questions:
· Can you briefly describe your academic background? 
· Are you currently studying abroad or planning to study abroad? 
· What motivated you to consider studying abroad? 

Section 2: Social Media Use
Example guiding questions:
· Which social media platforms do you use when searching for study abroad information? 
· What type of content do you usually engage with? 
· Do online interactions influence your perceptions or confidence? 
Possible probes:
· Student vlogs 
· Official university pages 
· WhatsApp groups 
· Influencers 
· Online communities 

Section 3: Decision-Making Process
Example guiding questions:
· How did social media influence your destination preferences? 
· What sources did you trust most? 
· Did social media reduce or increase uncertainty? 

Section 4: Cultural and Social Context
Example guiding questions:
· Do historical or linguistic ties influence destination choices? 
· Does social media expose students to alternative destinations? 

Section 5: Expectations and Reflections
Example guiding questions:
· How did online content shape expectations? 
· Did reality differ from online impressions? 
· How do participants use social media after arrival abroad? 

Closing Question
· Is there anything else you would like to add regarding your experience?

