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Researcher started transcription

Researcher   0:13
Hello, good afternoon.
Hello, P8. Thank you for your time, and I'm happy to have you here in this interview of my research about the impact of social media.
of Algerian students studying abroad.
Can you hear me?
Uhh...
It's not register, it's not transcribing.
Thank you. Bye.
Ohh.
Hello!
Good afternoon.
You are mute. Can you unmute?

P8   2:42
Uh, hello?

Researcher   2:44
Hello, good afternoon. Yes, now I can hear you and your voice is transcribed. Thank you so much.

P8   2:45
Good afternoon, Researcher.
Thank you.

Researcher   2:54
So, that's uh...
start our interview. So as I told you, this is my research about the impact of social media on Algerian students studying abroad or going to study abroad. So
I'm conducting these interviews for data collection and data analysis. So are you happy with transcribing this interview?

P8   3:19
Are you happy?
Yes, of course.

Researcher   3:31
Okay, so.
Just one second. Let me open the questions.

P8   3:42
Okay.
Yeah.

Researcher   3:46
So.
First of all, I will start with collecting some information about your demographic section. So what is your age?

P8   3:49
Yeah.
I’m in my twenties. 

Researcher   4:02
What is your gender?

P8   4:04
Female.

Researcher   4:07
And your current level of study?

P8   4:10
A Postgraduate degree.

Researcher   4:13
Are you currently studying abroad or planning to study abroad?

P8   4:18
I'm planning to study abroad.

Researcher   4:21
And which country are you planning to study in?

P8   4:27
Uh, France.

Researcher   4:30
And what field of study are you most interested in?
N.

P8   4:38
Medicine.

Researcher   4:41
Okay.
And how would you describe your English and French proficiency?

P8   4:49
So my French is fluently fluent because I studied in French. My English is also strong because I view English content online every day, every day.

Researcher   5:03
Okay, that's interesting. So, what motivated you to study abroad?

P8   5:06
Yeah.
Better education opportunities and medical specialization chances.

Researcher   5:21
Okay.
That's perfect, so...
How early did you start thinking about studying overseas? I mean, what first made you interested?

P8   5:37
Since secondary school, I always watched the students abroad on YouTube and Instagram.

Researcher   5:49
Okay, so you are using social media. How often do you use social media? And what are the main reasons for using it?

P8   5:54
Yeah, and...
So very often, mainly Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube and Facebook.

Researcher   6:08
Okay, and have you discussed your study abroad plans with your family and friends? And have you received any support from them?

P8   6:13
Mm.
Yeah, yeah, my family encouraged me because I have many relatives live in France.

Researcher   6:24
Okay.
Uhh.
And who are your relatives in France

P8   6:35
Family members, yeah.

Researcher   6:40
Okay.
So, moving to the next question regarding this, so...
Like, what kind of information are you usually looking for in these platforms?

P8   6:59
Visa information, information, accommodation, university life, and the medical student experiences.

Researcher   7:04
Mm.
Okay, do you have any example?

P8   7:14
Mm.
I followed several Algerian students studying in France and watched their daily routines and study methods.

Researcher   7:30
Ohh, okay, that's good, so...
How do interactions on social media help you feel like more?
connected to others who are studying abroad.

P8   7:48
They help me feel less alone because many students share the same prayers and the Conference.

Researcher   7:59
Okay, hear me. And do you engage with other Algerian or international students online?

P8   8:09
Mostly Algerian students.

Researcher   8:13
Okay, and have you joined any online groups in social media about study abroad?

P8   8:20
Yeah, yeah. WhatsApp and Facebook groups for Algerian students in France.

Researcher   8:27
Okay, good. And have you interaction like how do these interactions with them influence your feelings and confidence about studying abroad?
Right.

P8   8:39
Sorry, can you repeat?

Researcher   8:41
How do these interactions like with the Algerian students?

P8   8:46
And.

Researcher   8:46
So, influence your feelings about confidence in studying abroad.

P8   8:49
Okay.
They increased my confidence because the students openly share advice and experiences.

Researcher   9:04
Okay and.
And do these interactions give you emotional support about studying abroad, emotional support and reassurance?

P8   9:18
Yes, yes, especially when students explain how they adapted after arriving.

Researcher   9:27
Yeah, yeah, adaptation, yeah, it's very important. So does seeing like Algerian students online make these destinations like France more relatable?

P8   9:31
Yes.
Yeah.
Yes, because they understand our culture and family mentality.

Researcher   9:51
Okay.
Yeah, and since you have uncle or cousins there, it makes sense, of course, yeah. So, like, do you feel social media content reflects your identity, your values, cultural background?

P8   9:56
Yes, yeah, of course.
Sometimes, yes, especially when students discuss religion, food, and family research.

Researcher   10:17
Okay, so do you feel that social media content is personalized for you?

P8   10:23
Yes, yes.

Researcher   10:26
Okay, and...
Do students' stories or vlogs influence your expectations or feelings?

P8   10:36
Yes, they made me feel more motivated and less afraid.

Researcher   10:43
Okay, and have you ever felt like, felt like confused by the amount of information online?

P8   10:52
Yes, of course.

Researcher   10:54
What made you feel that way?

P8   10:57
Too many different opinions about visas, student studies, and living costs.

Researcher   11:08
And.
And do you prefer content from official university accounts or students and influencers?

P8   11:20
Students, because they speak honestly about everyday life.

Researcher   11:26
Okay, and...
That's interesting, and do you do you check also official websites for for like to for the basic for basic information?

P8   11:46
Yes, yes.

Researcher   11:48
Okay, so you check official, official websites, but...
Yeah, but for, but there is content that is uh...
Like, uh...
Detailed content that speaks about everyday life. Of course, students may have more details when they share their experiences. OK.

P8   12:07
Yeah.
Yeah.

Researcher   12:11
Regarding push and pull factors.
So, what factors pushed you to look for opportunities, study opportunities outside Algeria?

P8   12:23
The competition.
Limited opportunities and the Conference about the healthcare sector in Algeria.

Researcher   12:26
Mm.
No, OK, so yeah, this is what pushed you to look outside, but what factors pulled you towards particular countries like, like yourself, France?

P8   12:40
Yeah.
So, France feels more accessible, accessible linguistically and culturally.

Researcher   12:58
Mm.
Oh, okay. Okay, so in terms of language, because I think in Algeria you have studied in French, right?

P8   13:07
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah.

Researcher   13:12
Okay, so France will be easier for you, of course. Okay. And how has social media influenced or changed your perceptions? I mean, has social media affected your decision as well?

P8   13:15
Yes, exactly.
Social media, it made France appear more familiar because I constantly saw Algerian students there.

Researcher   13:41
Ohh, okay, and...

P8   13:42
Yes.

Researcher   13:46
Can you, like, recall any post or video that shaped your opinion or contributed to?
To shape your in shaping your opinion.

P8   14:01
I watched a YouTube blog of an Algerian medical student explaining her first year in France and how she adapted.

Researcher   14:13
Okay, YouTube, okay, and how?
Yeah.
OK, I mean, based on what you see online, how do you evaluate and compare the options?

P8   14:31
I compare cities, universities, student opinions, and the living cost.

Researcher   14:40
Okay. And have you ever changed your preferred destination after seeing content on social media?

P8   14:48
I decided on France.

Researcher   14:50
Okay, so your decision was finalized. Okay. And what kind of content maybe influence you?

P8   14:51
Yeah.
Yes.
videos discussing living experience and visa procedures.

Researcher   15:08
Visa.
Okay.
Okay, and what other factors like influence your choice of country or institution when you're planning to study abroad?

P8   15:25
I closed the visa language and having relatives there.

Researcher   15:34
Okay, yeah, like in your case, okay.

P8   15:36
Yes.

Researcher   15:39
And how do you feel in terms of cost? Like, how did the costs of studying abroad affect your decision?

P8   15:47
Mm.
France was more cheap and affordable for my family.

Researcher   15:55
Okay.
Mm.
Perfect. So how did you, how did personal safety or security influence your choice?

P8   16:09
I prefer places where relatives or Algerian communities already exist.

Researcher   16:17
OK, and how what about visa requirements or the easy the ease of obtaining visa?

P8   16:29
France is easy compared to some Anglophone countries.

Researcher   16:34
Ohh, OK. Yeah, yeah.
You mean, is it easier than the UK, for example? OK.

P8   16:40
Yeah, yes, yes, exactly.

Researcher   16:44
So did any of these factors interact with what you have saw on social media?

P8   16:51
Yes, many students online discussed these practical realities.

Researcher   16:52
Yeah.
No, okay.
So do you combine what you see online with the advice from friends or family when you have chosen friends?

P8   17:11
Yes, definitely.

Researcher   17:14
Okay.
Now, let's move to the next section about...

P8   17:20
Okay.

Researcher   17:20
One second about the trust and perceptions of about your decision.
Making to study abroad, so how much, how much do you trust the information you see on social media?

P8   17:37
No, completely.

Researcher   17:40
Okay, so not 100%. So what makes you believe or doubt the content you find online?

P8   17:41
Yeah.
No.
Some influencers only show luxury, lifestyle, and positive moments.

Researcher   18:00
Okay.
So how does what you see on social media compare to what you hear from agents or official university websites?

P8   18:18
So, official websites are more reliable of course, but students explain a real experience more honestly.

Researcher   18:24
Mmh.
Okay, okay, I got it. Yes, so because you explained before that you prefer students content because they prefer real experiences, but you rely for official information or for information you

P8   18:41
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah.

Researcher   18:53
you rely on official websites.

P8   18:56
Of course, yes.

Researcher   18:57
None. Okay, perfect. So just to understand your perception. Okay, so in what ways does social media reduce or increase your uncertainty about studying abroad?

P8   19:11
It removes fear and bad emotion, but there is some confusion, sometimes because they are different experience from different people.

Researcher   19:19
Mmh.
Okay.
And so.
In this case.
Can you like give me or walk me through how you go from first discovering a university to reach you to your decision, like when you to deciding whether to apply?

P8   19:53
So usually I discover universities by social media. Then I check official website and also ask students already studying there.

Researcher   20:09
Okay, so you ask them using your...
like the social media groups that you mentioned before. Yeah. And how did you first hear about a university or programs in France?

P8   20:14
Yeah, yeah, exactly.
So.
Can you repeat the question, please?

Researcher   20:33
How did you first hear about this university or program that you want to apply for?

P8   20:42
No.
Very.

Researcher   20:46
I can.
One second. Sorry, I'm sorry, I've got some connection issue here. So how did you first...

P8   21:13
BUBS.

Researcher   21:16
How did you first hear about the...
University or program? I mean, through which platforms?

P8   21:28
A few Algerian students on TikTok and Facebook.

Researcher   21:33
And when comparing universities in France, what sources or social media content did you find most useful?

P8   21:41
Okay.
Mmh.

Researcher   21:46
More trustworthy.

P8   21:48
Officially, official website and the discussion with the...
Current students.

Researcher   22:00
Okay, perfect. So both of them, official websites and students.

P8   22:04
Yes.

Researcher   22:05
OK, so here, and...
Okay.
Do you think that there are some content creators or online sources that are more reliable than official institutions' websites?

P8   22:31
No, but students sometimes describe practical realities better.

Researcher   22:39
OK, and how did your social media influence your sense of phrase about applying?

P8   22:45
It made the process feel more easy because many Algerian students already succeeded there.

Researcher   22:54
Okay, so.
Perfect here. Thank you so much. It's very interesting. Okay, so here, let's talk, you know, especially that you have chosen France. So let's move to the most relevant part here, which is the cultural context and post-colonial lens.
So, how does Algeria's historical and linguistic relationship with countries like France influence your study destination choices?

P8   23:32
It influences studying a lot because French is already used widely in Algerian education.

Researcher   23:44
Okay, so in during your education in Algeria, you you have used French.

P8   23:50
Yeah, yeah, of course.

Researcher   23:52
Okay, okay, and do you think social media?
has exposed you to other destinations outside this francophone scope.

P8   24:06
Yeah, yeah, especially true for English-speaking content online.

Researcher   24:13
Okay, and do you feel that social media helps challenge or reinforce these traditional preferences?

P8   24:24
I think both students discover new destination online, but many still choose France because it is easier.

Researcher   24:26
Hmm.
Mm.
Ohh, it is easier for Algerian students, still easy, yeah.

P8   24:40
Yeah, easier for Australian students.

Researcher   24:44
Okay, and do you feel that studying in Anglophone or Francophone countries says something about your identity?

P8   24:53
Not always. I choose France for practical reason, not only identity.

Researcher   25:02
Oh, okay. Okay.
So, France, you have you have preferred France in all cases, like in terms of language, in terms of cost? Yeah, OK, OK, OK, because you have mentioned too many factors, so OK, that's perfect. So, here...

P8   25:11
Yeah.
Yeah, exactly.

Researcher   25:25
Let's go for integration and expectations. Have you imagined your study experience abroad?
Based on what you have seen online.

P8   25:37
I expect it to be challenging.

Researcher   25:42
Ohh, OK.

P8   25:43
Yeah.

Researcher   25:45
Okay, and do you follow or interact with current students online?

P8   25:52
Yes, yes.

Researcher   25:53
Yeah, yeah.
So, what are the concerns or doubts that remain, despite using social media?

P8   26:04
Yes, if you know if you know see the problems and the adaptation.

Researcher   26:11
Okay, okay. Yeah, that's many students have mentioned this. So have you thought about possible challenges such as cultural differences, discrimination, adapting to, yeah, you have mentioned adaptation already. So have you, yeah, have you thought about the other challenges like?
cultural differences, discrimination.

P8   26:31
Yeah.
Yes, yes.

Researcher   26:36
Okay, and how do you expect to handle these if they occur?

P8   26:44
By staying in contact with the family and Algerian student community.

Researcher   26:52
Perfect. Okay, so how do you expect... Okay, now back to social media. How do you expect to use social media once you arrive abroad?

P8   27:04
To communicate with my family, ask for help, and stay connected with the other students.

Researcher   27:13
Okay.
So you have expected like to have Algerian students, like colleagues and friends once you have been there. Okay. And yeah, to close this interview, just three questions here about your, like if you were advising another Algerian students, what would you tell them about using social media to plan?

P8   27:23
Yeah.

Researcher   27:40
Their studies abroad.

P8   27:43
Use the social media as a straight.
Starting point, but always very, very few information, official source and source and real students.

Researcher   28:01
Okay. So they can use social media, but they have to check or verify information first. Okay. I mean, check whether it is right. Okay. And if you had rate the influence of social media on your decision from 1 to 10,

P8   28:07
Yeah, yeah.

Researcher   28:21
What would it? What would it be?

P8   28:25
And...
Eight to 10.
Because, because the social media helped me discover opportunities and remove my fire and of studying abroad.

Researcher   28:29
Why?
Oh, okay. Yeah, and is there anything else you would like to share about your experience?

P8   28:44
Yeah.
So, social media can help students a lot, but it sometimes does not show the difficult side of studying abroad.

Researcher   29:06
Oh, okay. Yeah, I got it. Very interesting, so...
It's valuable advice. I like it. So yeah, so we have came to the end of this interview. Thank you so much, P8, for your time and for your valuable insights.

P8   29:24
Okay.
One.
You're welcome.

Researcher   29:34
I wish you all the best in your future. Indeed. Thank you. Bye bye.

P8   29:36
Thank you so much. Thank you. You too. Thank you. Bye-bye.

Researcher   29:41
Bye.

P8   29:48
Oh.

Researcher stopped transcription
