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Researcher started transcription

Researcher   0:04
Okay, so just one second.
Okay.
Yeah, so good morning, and I'm happy to having you today in my semi-structured interview about the impact of social media on Algerian students who are studying abroad or are going to study abroad. And
Do you mind to transcribe the interview?
Nice mate, can you hear me?

P7   1:00
Hi, I can hear you.

Researcher   1:04
Okay, okay. Yeah, I'm hearing you as well. So, what's your age?

P7   1:04
Hello?
Ohh.
Let us see me, P7.
What's my aims?

Researcher   1:17
Yeah.

P7   1:19
My age. I have just finished studying translation in my country in Algeria. And I'm thinking of enrolling into a pre or

Researcher   1:28
Okay.

P7   1:37
a pre-graduate, one year pre-graduate course at a UK University and hopefully to do, and after the pre-graduate year, I'll be doing a masters in language related studies
written maybe. Back in my country, I did French language.

Researcher   1:53
Okay.

P7   2:12
Arabic and English translation.

Researcher   2:17
Okay, perfect. Perfect. Yeah, yeah. And okay, just to confirm this, the demographic section of the interview, I just wanted to know your age.

P7   2:31
My age, sorry.

Researcher   2:32
And gender, so yeah, it's OK.

P7   2:36
Um, I am in the 45-55 age range

Researcher   2:40
Okay, and gender, male.
Just to fill in this section, you know, okay, and your current level of study?

P7   2:47
My name?
I've got a degree, a bachelor degree in translation.

Researcher   2:56
Yeah.
Postgraduate degree, OK, OK, and so are you currently studying abroad or planning to study abroad?

P7   3:00
Like.

Researcher   3:07
And in which country?

P7   3:08
Um...
I'm not studying at the moment abroad, but I'm planning to pursue or to do a masters in translation, probably in the UK.
Hopefully.

Researcher   3:24
Perfect. And how would you describe your English and French proficiency?

P7   3:31
Um...
I think.
I can say.
At a good level, I mean, I'm at a near-native probably level in both French and English.

Researcher   3:47
Okay, perfect. And yeah, let's move now to the next section about the introduction and background. So what motivated you to consider studying abroad?

P7   3:47
Do that.
On.
I think one of my professors when I was at a university in Algeria, told me that if I needed to understand and speak English like an English person is to go to the country of that language and
Also.
I think learning languages can help you communicate easily with the.

Researcher   4:29
Yeah.

P7   4:31
With the with the whole world, and and also.

Researcher   4:31
It.
Yeah, especially in your, you know, especially in your in your specialization in of of translation, yeah, yeah.

P7   4:40
Yes.
Yes, yeah.

Researcher   4:44
And how early did you start thinking about studying overseas?

P7   4:48
Which?
Ohh.
To be honest, quite early, as soon as I finished my studies at the University of Algiers, I wanted to travel and pursue my studies in translation, many translation or languages.

Researcher   4:58
Okay.
OK, and have you discussed your study abroad plans with your family or friends?

P7   5:09
Look at.
I did, yes. And they welcomed the idea.

Researcher   5:18
Okay.
And what kind of support or opinions have you received from them?

P7   5:27
Oh, it was it was straight on. Yes, go and and if if if this is what I wanted to do, yes, go ahead. And also financially, they will.

Researcher   5:40
In.

P7   5:45
They would, they would support me anyway.

Researcher   5:48
Okay, perfect. So yeah, this is regarding, yeah, so in now let's move to the core part of the interview. It's about the use of social media. So what social media platforms do you most or do you use most often?
To find information about studying abroad.

P7   6:14
Ohh.

Researcher   6:14
And yeah, I mean, what platforms and like TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, and what kind of information are you usually looking for in these platforms?

P7   6:29
I mainly use Facebook where I, for instance, if I want to search for something related to what I studied, I just find, for instance, people that have already studied on life and abroad.
mainly in the UK, looking for groups to get ideas and to get advice as well from them and to see what's the best practices and what is the pros and cons of
Of, I would say, studying abroad, because everything has pros and cons, and...
If I need it, for instance, as I said, advice, always go to these groups, and I always find what I'm looking for.

Researcher   7:21
Yeah.
Okay, so did you have interactions on social media? I mean comments, discussions, following, searching pages, like these things has helped you to feel more connected to others or helped you to plan?

P7   7:28
Mhm.
Yes, yeah.
The.

Researcher   7:43
To study abroad.

P7   7:44
Yeah.
Yes, yeah, actually, I'm now more motivated to go abroad and study and study English.

Researcher   7:46
Okay.
But.
Okay.
Perfect.

P7   8:00
Yeah.

Researcher   8:00
Yeah, and and do you engage with other Algerian?
Students online, OK.

P7   8:05
Yes.
Yes, I do. Yes. Yeah. Because there are some Algerian groups as well. When I do a search, for instance, I specify sometimes looking for Algerian students abroad, just to see how it is, how their experience is.

Researcher   8:09
Okay, so...
Okay.
Okay.
Okay, and do online interactions like give you emotional support and reassurance about study abroad?

P7   8:38
Yes, yeah.

Researcher   8:39
Yeah, yeah.
Okay.

P7   8:42
So much, yeah, I do. I do get a lot of support, yeah, emotionally, mainly, yeah.

Researcher   8:44
Yeah.
Okay.
Okay, and...
So.
Okay, so have you, do students' stories, vlogs influence your expectations and feelings? And like, do you feel that social media content reflects your identity or values or cultural background? Of course, it depends on your destination. So

P7   9:19
Yeah.

Researcher   9:20
Yeah, and.

P7   9:20
To be honest with you, I don't.
I do take advice when it's, you know, constructive feedback or advice. I do take it into consideration. But when it comes to, for instance,

Researcher   9:24
Mm.
Yeah.
Mm.

P7   9:39
I always try to turn anything negative, for instance, into positive. But most of the interactions are more positive, optimistic than negative, for instance.

Researcher   9:46
Yeah.
Okay.

P7   9:59
So.

Researcher   9:59
Okay.

P7   10:01
Always think positively.

Researcher   10:05
Okay, and do you prefer content from official university accounts or students and influencers and why?

P7   10:16
Uhh...
I think official contents from universities need to be...

Researcher   10:22
Yeah.

P7   10:24
The main source.

Researcher   10:27
Okay.

P7   10:28
But contents from influencers could also have an effect, you know, like, you know, maybe things that you don't know about the university or anything like that. You may get them from influencers.

Researcher   10:36
No.

P7   10:47
And I think both, both are there.
Good sources in on their own way.

Researcher   10:56
Okay.
Perfect, yeah, and.
Yeah, this is will move us to to pull and push factors. So, like just briefly, the factors that pushed you to to look for opportunities outside and the factors that pulled you or attracted you to

P7   11:06
Okay.

Researcher   11:21
To study abroad.

P7   11:27
The fact is that...
Put me to study abroad.

Researcher   11:32
And.

P7   11:33
Oh yeah.
I think the materials, the availability of the materials, the interaction will always be in English, if I study English, for instance. So the main language would be always in this issue, the conversations.

Researcher   11:40
Mm.

P7   11:53
I go into being in English, which is a plus.
I mean, knowing people, socializing with people, knowing their culture, their background, other people from other countries. And also, I see it as...

Researcher   12:00
Okay.
Yeah.

P7   12:16
and more future job opportunities.

Researcher   12:20
Yeah, okay, okay, I got it. And yeah, so this is the factors that attracted you and what the factors that pushed you like to look for opportunities outside Algeria.

P7   12:28
Yeah.
Nice to meet you, love.
And.

Researcher   12:46
like job perspectives, infrastructure, maybe quality of education.

P7   12:47
I think, yeah.
Yeah, yeah, I think that's the main thing, yeah.

Researcher   12:53
Yeah.
Yeah, and uh, and and yeah.

P7   12:57
It could be a...
Yeah, as you said, it could be trouble changes. It could be...
A good, good service.

Researcher   13:11
Yeah.
OK, perfect. And back to social media. So, since so how far or how how how to what extent social media influenced or changed your perceptions about about destination about your study destination?

P7   13:28
Okay.

Researcher   13:33
Has it like an influence? And if yes, can you like remember any post or video that shaped your opinion? Or yeah, how do you evaluate or compare options based on what you see on social media?

P7   13:47
The.

Researcher   13:53
Or online in general.

P7   13:56
Um...
I mean, the...
When I started searching for opportunities to go study abroad,

Researcher   14:08
Mm.

P7   14:09
On Facebook, for instance, I always tend to...

Researcher   14:12
Yeah.

P7   14:16
What I say, what influenced me would be the...
Did you say influenced? Yeah.

Researcher   14:24
Yeah, influence, yeah.

P7   14:26
Yeah.
I don't know, probably.
Rubio.

Researcher   14:34
I mean, do you remember any post or any video, any content that, yeah?

P7   14:38
Oh, okay. Uh, post a video.
Yeah, I remember one of the posts that I've read about studying abroad is

Researcher   14:48
Mm.

P7   14:51
Is that?
when you get to the university, especially when you do a Postgraduate course or you prepare for masters, most of the thing that I needed to do, I mean, most of the work at the university

Researcher   15:06
Yeah.

P7   15:16
would be would be my own work. The teacher or the lecturer, the lecturer's job was just to, you know, advise and orient to orientate you, you know.
to find the right thing. But most of the, what I wanted to know is that post told me in a way that all the job, all the work is going to be practically 80%, I would say 75% would be my research.

Researcher   15:53
Yeah.

P7   15:55
and then the rest would be the help of the lecturer or the professor or the teacher. So that prepared me about how to deal with my studies abroad.

Researcher   16:02
Okay.
Yeah.
Okay, and yeah, so regarding your preferred destination, so...
Like, have you ever changed your preferred destination? I mean, have you thought about other destinations that then you have decided to go to the UK, for example, or whatever your destination has, the social media has an impact about your destination? And yeah.

P7   16:34
Yes.
Yeah.

Researcher   16:44
And what other factors like, yeah?

P7   16:45
Um...
I think I was, I mean, besides the UK, I was going to opt for France to study languages.

Researcher   16:58
Mm.

P7   17:03
because probably I think one of the factors that have pushed me to study in France is because I master French language and for me it was going to be easy.

Researcher   17:16
Yeah.
Yeah, so for language continuity, like because you have studied in French in Algeria.

P7   17:22
Uh, but then...
Yeah.
Set.
Say again?

Researcher   17:33
Have you studied in French in Algeria or?

P7   17:37
No, I studied in Arabic, but French was the second language. Well, it is a second language spoken in Algeria. So

Researcher   17:42
Oh, okay. Yeah, okay.
Okay.

P7   17:48
Yeah.

Researcher   17:49
Yes, so how, how, how, how, how the other factors like, like cost of studying, personal safety, visa requirements, how these factors have influenced your choice?

P7   17:49
I think that the reason why, the reason why...
Yeah.
Yeah.
I think the other factors was, as you mentioned, the cost of the course, which was, I would say, less expensive than in the UK, for instance, and also has families. So when it regards to emotional impact,

Researcher   18:08
Mm.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P7   18:23
I do have a family there, so I wouldn't be needing, you know, like if I needed something, I would find someone, a family member, a family member to help me emotionally. And

Researcher   18:23
Okay.
Yeah, yeah, I got it, yeah.

P7   18:41
Yeah, and also friends. I do have friends in this as well, who studies, who study in France.

Researcher   18:45
Ohh.
Yeah, so, so, so your main, your main, like the your chosen destination was France.

P7   18:56
Yes, it was, yeah, at the beginning, yeah.

Researcher   18:58
Okay, okay. And yeah, now...
So, regarding trust and perception, so how much how much do you trust information on social media about about about universities abroad?

P7   19:17
I think I do trust information on social media, but quite a lot, because I don't think, because whatever information you have on those platforms are true, and

Researcher   19:27
Mhm.

P7   19:38
And if you read a post, for instance, from a student who is already enrolled in onto a course abroad, they will give you a true or right or correct information about universities. As I said,

Researcher   19:47
Hmm.
Yeah.
Okay.

P7   20:10
Social media.

Researcher   20:12
Yeah, okay, and uh...
So how do you see like social media content comparing to what you hear or you see in the official university websites or agents? Like if you compare them, is there a difference?

P7   20:29
No.
Ohh.
There is a little bit of a little difference to, I mean, the information you have on, you know, brought to you by social media platforms or on official, obviously, when it's an information on an official website, for instance, or

Researcher   20:42
Mm.

P7   20:57
Source or unofficial source and.

Researcher   20:58
Yeah.

P7   21:02
It's you believe it more than than, for instance, social media platforms, but it doesn't mean that whatever you read on social media platforms, especially when it when it comes to work to deal when it comes to studying, for instance.

Researcher   21:09
Mm.
Yeah.

P7   21:22
or probably working abroad, you will find true and correct information, like you find them on official websites.

Researcher   21:23
Mm.
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah, okay, perfect.

P7   21:36
Mm.

Researcher   21:38
So, so do you do you do you see social media like has an like an influence about like answer your questions about about uncertainty and risk about applying?

P7   21:51
Yes.

Researcher   21:58
I am in.
That social media has some content that you couldn't find in the official sources, but you find in social media.

P7   22:02
Yeah, I think...
I think so, yeah.

Researcher   22:13
Yeah.

P7   22:14
Especially, uh...
You can find the, you know, information on social media platforms.

Researcher   22:24
Mm.

P7   22:27
that you cannot probably find on official websites. I don't know, there are some in and outs, in and outs that on the official website you wouldn't find, they wouldn't tell you about them.

Researcher   22:32
Yeah.
Yeah.

P7   22:45
It doesn't mean that those ins and outs are negative. Sometimes even positive things. You can't find them on the official website, but you do find them on social media platforms.

Researcher   22:45
Yeah.
Yeah.
Okay.

P7   23:01
I think it goes with the with any any other, I don't know, any other subject in life, especially when social media platforms are involved.

Researcher   23:02
Good.
Yeah.
Okay, and yeah, and yeah, let's move to the cultural context, like since your preferred destination is France, so how does the Algeria's historical and linguistic relationship with countries like France

P7   23:22
Yeah.

Researcher   23:38
influence your choice. Yeah, and yeah, and that social media has exposes you to other destinations rather than France. I mean, outside these traditional Francophone destination.

P7   23:57
Yes, I think the reason why I wanted to go to France, as I mentioned earlier, is because of the French language, because I learnt it in my country and it's a Second Amendment language, and I think I think knowing another language.

Researcher   24:04
Yeah.
Mm.

P7   24:16
language or French language will make things easy for you to study in France. But I did have...

Researcher   24:19
Yeah.
Yeah, so, so do you feel that studying in, yeah, yeah, I continue.

P7   24:27
Yeah.
Gelareh.

Researcher   24:32
No, just like, do you feel that studying in an Anglophone or Francophone country says something about your identity?

P7   24:45
Uh.
I think so, yeah.

Researcher   24:49
Mm.
Since you mentioned like the French language and yeah, so it's something like something like historical or linguistic relationship.

P7   24:52
Thanks.
Yeah, because...
Yeah, I mean, as I said, in the French language, we, I mean, as Algerian, I grew up speaking French, even with my family members. So it has a huge influence on me.

Researcher   25:10
Yeah.
Yeah.

P7   25:21
And.
Historically, as I said to you, Algeria was a colony. It was a French colony. So it has also a huge impact on me going to study in France. You asked me if it's social media.

Researcher   25:24
No.
Yeah.
Mm.
Yeah.

P7   25:44
suggested other destination in France. Yes, it did. Like...

Researcher   25:49
Mmh.

P7   25:52
I remember Italy, although I don't speak Italian, but I wanted to study English there and also the UK. But as I said to you at the beginning of the interview, one of my professors at university, I mean, it was

Researcher   25:59
Mm.
Yes.
Yeah.

P7   26:12
It was him who pushed me to...
to try and, you know, enroll onto a course in the UK just to finish my studies or pursue my studies. So the UK was the second option anyway.

Researcher   26:25
Yeah, yeah.
Oh, okay, okay, perfect. And yeah, and let's move to the last section here about integration and expectations. And since you hadn't traveled yet, so like, how do you imagine your study experience abroad will be like?

P7   26:38
Mhm.
And...

Researcher   26:49
like based on what you have seen online or what you have seen on social media.

P7   26:56
I think one of...

Researcher   26:56
I mean, what's your expectations about it?

P7   26:59
It would be my expectations.
Probably.
I think from what I read on social media, the past I read in videos,

Researcher   27:10
Okay.
Mm.

P7   27:16
and the language that I acquired in my country would probably be easy for me to interact with the English people probably. I think it's going to be easy for me, but I do have some

Researcher   27:23
Yeah.
Yeah.

P7   27:37
Some.
reserves, you know, like I'm a bit reserved as well because, you know, you don't know how...

Researcher   27:41
Yeah.

P7   27:50
You don't know how you're going to act or behave with the strangers, because for them I'm going to be a foreigner or a stranger. Yeah. So it's going to be...

Researcher   27:56
Yeah.
Yeah, and yeah.
I mean, have you thought about concerns? Yeah, concerns like cultural differences, maybe discrimination, maybe adapting to a new academic environment? Have you thought about these? Yeah, concerns, yeah.

P7   28:10
What you did?
Yeah.
Yeah, definitely, yeah.

Researcher   28:19
Yeah, okay.

P7   28:21
Discrimination? No, I did. I didn't think. I don't think about because.

Researcher   28:27
Mm.

P7   28:30
I think wherever you go is going to be discrimination, but I'm not going to take discrimination as a huge impact on me studying abroad in the UK, for instance. There would be definitely a different...

Researcher   28:40
Yeah.

P7   28:48
interesting cultures, but I think with time I would I would adapt to if if I'm going to the UK, I would adapt to the life in the UK.
And.

Researcher   29:09
Yeah.

P7   29:12
Yeah.
But I do, but I do feel a bit scary, you know, scared I would say, because you don't know what's in the future for you. So, but that's normal, yeah.

Researcher   29:15
And, and yeah, and...
Mm.
Yeah.
Yeah.
Exactly, yeah.
Yeah, and and do you expect, or how do you expect to use social media once you arrive abroad?

P7   29:33
Sure.

Researcher   29:41
I mean to stay connected with family back home, maybe to build community in your study destination. Yeah.

P7   29:42
Oh, thank you, Researcher.
Yeah.
Oh yeah.
Oh yeah, definitely. Yeah, it's gonna be...

Researcher   29:52
So how often do you expect to use it? Yeah.
Okay, yeah.
Yeah.

P7   30:10
who are already who are already studying in the UK, get some tips and advice from them. And also keep staying in touch with my family, because that's part of the emotional.

Researcher   30:11
Yeah.
Yeah, of course.
Mm.
Yeah.
Support.

P7   30:30
And...

Researcher   30:31
Yeah.

P7   30:31
Yeah, support, yeah.

Researcher   30:33
Yeah. So, yeah, thank you so much for your insights. Very interesting. So to close the interview, the last three questions here, like if you were advising another Algerian student, what do you tell them about using social media to plan?

P7   30:44
Yeah.
Hello.

Researcher   30:52
The studies abroad.

P7   30:55
Yeah, I would tell them to.
to do a thorough research about what they want.

Researcher   31:05
And...

P7   31:06
to study or to plan in the future using social media platforms. Read all the posts, I mean, not all of them, but the posts that...
Don't get influenced about negative feedback or negative posts, because each and every student experience is different. So my experience is different from yours. So

Researcher   31:27
Mm.
Yeah, of course.

P7   31:42
Just take it step by step. And although social media platforms interaction is key for someone who's going to study abroad, but always rely

Researcher   31:48
Yeah.
Yeah.

P7   32:02
on official websites, contents as well.

Researcher   32:07
Yeah, okay.

P7   32:10
The social media platforms are, I think.
Our key.
At the moment, to to anything, yeah.

Researcher   32:17
Mm.
Yeah.
And if you had to rate, if you had to rate the influence of social media on your decision from 1 to 10,
What would it be?

P7   32:35
Would be 7.

Researcher   32:37
Okay.
Why or?
Y7.

P7   32:42
Um...
I think it's a fair rate for me, yeah.

Researcher   32:47
Yeah.
Okay, and anything else you'd like to share about your experience?

P7   32:51
And...
The reason why I rate social media platform contents as seven is also because

Researcher   33:07
Mmh.

P7   33:09
as I said, don't get influenced by other opinions maybe or experiences because I said, my experience will be different from other people's experiences. So I will take their advice, I will take all the information given to me by

Researcher   33:22
Yeah, yeah, of course.

P7   33:31
by these social media platforms into consideration. But when it comes to the decision, it will be my own decision also.

Researcher   33:37
Mm.

P7   33:43
And...
Yeah.

Researcher   33:45
Yeah, OK. OK, that's the end of our interview. Thank you so much, P7, for your like valuable insights and your, yeah, and your experience, yeah, and...

P7   33:55
You're welcome.
No problem.
All right.

Researcher   34:03
I appreciate, I appreciate your time.
Thank you so much.

P7   34:07
No worries. Thank you.

Researcher   34:10
Thank you.

P7   34:12
Alright.
I...
Yes.

Researcher stopped transcription
