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Researcher started transcription

P3   0:03
Or the voice.
Oh, OK.

Researcher   0:11
I will share with you.

P3   0:13
OK.

Researcher   0:19
Questions.

P3   0:21
OK.

Researcher   0:23
Hmm.
Another two students before you, Postgraduate degree at a UK University.

P3   0:32
Hello.
Say me, I don't know.

Researcher   0:41
a UK College.

P3   0:49
Yeah.

Researcher   0:50
College. Yeah. University. OK.

P3   0:52
Uh.

Researcher   0:55
One minute.
So uh.

P3   1:07
OK.

Researcher   1:09
OK.
Uh.
Yeah.
You're uh.
Yeah, work. Yeah, your age.

P3   1:28
First, I am in my twenties and I studied in a UK University since two years ago. I studying at subject which is a postgraduate management-related programme.
And we have some models and we have some models included, which is research project, project management and academic English as well.

Researcher   1:45
Project management.

P3   1:57
And we have like project data as well is like subject that we do.

Researcher   2:05
OK, perfect. And uh, yeah, OK, projects management.

P3   2:05
On it.

Researcher   2:11
And how do you describe your English or French proficiency? Are you like fluent or?

P3   2:17
Uh.
In terms of English and French and Arabic, I can have good level on it, especially in French and and Arabic, because in Algeria we have two languages, so Arabic and French should be necessary for any Algerian. We studied this one in school usually.

Researcher   2:28
OK.

P3   2:40
Since the college and for the English, for the English I before I come.
I achieved the required English language proficiency level. 
We don't have like The Hobbit to read in Algeria, so always we use the phones, try to listen, try to speak this one. So we usually we don't, we don't use their books too much as a culture in our country. So we are.
Not like friendly with books too much. We found it like old stuff, you know, this is the reason.

Researcher   3:24
Yeah, yeah, I get it. Yeah, yeah, that's very, yeah, that's very good. So and yeah, let's move to Part B about studying abroad. So what motivates you to study abroad? Like what's the basic, like your, what the basic reason?

P3   3:35
Yeah.

Researcher   3:44
Or, let's say, the basic factor that motivates you to to travel outside Algeria and study abroad.

P3   3:51
In terms of studying abroad, which is motivate me, the first factor is like I try to trying something new and the first is my studies and it was basically with English language. So English is like international language, you know?
Usually in Algeria we study only with the French language and you can say it's limited for all the companies around the world. You know, nowadays English has become the first language, you know. So if if if you were like getting graduated with English language and English.

Researcher   4:16
Mm.

P3   4:24
In in English universities which high, which they include the high level including the ranking, which is basically good. It's not like wasting time, you know, and you get like new experience, new different cultures, try to adapt, try to get like.
Like motivated, try to put some plans including your your studies which is basically develop you and there is some circumstances as well which including the family, the loneliness as well. Try to get in like balance between the work and the the studies as well.

Researcher   4:48
Yeah.
Yeah, of course.

P3   5:04
As well, I can as well for the family. You don't have family, you don't have support, so you need to support yourself alone. Maybe you don't get the time you find you feel yourself busy. Sometimes you finish work and you need to study as well. You have some research, some assignment as well to do.

Researcher   5:06
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   5:22
So usually you don't have too much time and this one.

Researcher   5:24
Yeah. And yeah. And regarding the like, when, when did you start thinking about studying abroad? I mean.

P3   5:36
First, when I finish my studies in Algeria, first I finish my studies.

Researcher   5:37
Yes.
Uh, at what? At what year did you finish in Algeria?

P3   5:44
a few years before coming to the UK


Researcher   5:49

So you finished your undergraduate study in Algeria.

P3   6:01
I just guess, yeah, I just get mine. Yeah, I finished my studies in Algeria and my subject is an engineering-related discipline which is different subject to more what I studied to the profession that I choose it in UK.

Researcher   6:18
Yeah.

P3   6:21
Because I choose the project management, when I come here, I decide to move into another subject which is project management due to the business, due to the business history to this country, you know, because here as you see, there is 2 developing businesses.

Researcher   6:21
OK.
Yeah.

P3   6:36
Who's coming new in this country, including the banks, including how you you manage your businesses, you see. So here like is like financial country, no money here running too much and which is a good place for you for studying such a such a profession.

Researcher   6:42
Yeah.
Exactly, yes.
And and in Algeria, you finished your master, your bachelor degree, right? And here.

P3   6:57
Yeah, I finished my bachelor degree and I was preparing for the master. Before I finished my master in Algeria, I decide to come here like for beginning the new, new story, you know.

Researcher   7:04
OK.
New story and the project management level here is masters or or bachelor.

P3   7:13
This is what I don't want to say why I come here before I finish my bachelor because too many people ask me why you don't choose to do your bachelor here, which is basically is 3 years I think so. So the reason for this one when you finish master degree in Algeria.

Researcher   7:25
Uh, in the UK, OK, yeah.

P3   7:31
When you preparing for your master degree in Algeria, you can you can study here in UK just for one year. You don't need to repent all the sense, you know. For example, if I stop in my bachelor degree, I need to study here nearly four years for getting my bachelor.

Researcher   7:37
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   7:46
Graduation, you know. So I was thinking like, why don't go for master for winning like some time, you know, just for one year and getting the getting the graduation straight away.

Researcher   7:55
Yeah.
Mm.
Yeah, perfect. So, OK and yeah, now let's now I will move to the core part of the of the research. It's about the effect of social media because my research is about the impact of social media on on.

P3   8:07
OK, OK.
Uh.

Researcher   8:15
On the decision of of to to study abroad. So how often do you use social media? And like, what's your Yeah, I mean just about your use of social media. Is it your main? Yeah.

P3   8:17
OK.
You know, in 2026, yeah, yeah, keep going, keep going.
OK, I give you like a idea about my I give you like a idea about what I think about social media. Nowadays social media is like a real part, you know, it's like essential part in our life. You know, for example, you have too many companies, for example, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok.

Researcher   8:34
Mm.
Yeah.
Hmm.

P3   8:48
As you wish all of these parts like there are going to be like part of our life. You know, without it you cannot live to be honest. Last last two weeks I think so I lost my phone. It was broken. Did you believe that I don't go to work for one week? I don't like.

Researcher   8:52
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   9:03
I feel myself like I'm not organizing my life. You know, without phone, you cannot call the family for abroad. You cannot like make even alarm for waking up. You're like, you know, like you find yourself like what I'm doing right now because nowadays you need to have a phone, you need to be connected to the.

Researcher   9:08
Exactly.

P3   9:22
Otherwise you feel yourself like I don't know how I describe it for you, but you feel like yourself what I'm doing right now, this country, especially in.

Researcher   9:23
Exactly.
Yeah, it's the same for me. I I I I missed a job opportunity because my phone was was disconnected. It was off. I I I missed a job opportunity. Then I missed an an important meeting because the no alarm. So. So yeah, you are right here.
It.

P3   10:06
Lands with family, you need to be sometimes social, you know, nowadays like we don't have too much emotion with social media, you know, just the call messages, just the voice message is like or voice call for example, like you connect, you connecting only only with the screen, you know sometimes some people they use the phone.

Researcher   10:14
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   10:26
Too much or use the video games. They like having like for example like psychological problem. They cannot find themselves comfortable with people, for example for job interviews or for job opportunities. They found themselves like too shy.
You know they found themselves like for example, especially basically in business service for for example like customer services, you need to talk to talk to the customer, you need to speak with them, you need to smile. This one when you see people nowadays who use too much the social media like like having.

Researcher   10:44
Mm.

P3   11:02
Like difficulties with communicating with people and this is which is, which is very difficult. You know, they cannot be social, they cannot make families, they cannot like checking for opportunities for example, you know, and which is very hard now people I I know some friends here.

Researcher   11:04
Yeah, and and yeah.
Exactly, yeah.
Hmm.
Yeah, yeah, of course.

P3   11:21
They cannot find the jobs, you know, because they always like they counting in the phones and the job interviews and this which is only in the phones. Maybe if they go to another shop or or they just checking around the city, maybe they get job easily, you know?

Researcher   11:29
Mm.
The good. Yeah, of course. Yeah. And yeah. And so, so do you use the social media or I I mean, have you used it before coming to the UK to or have you checked?

P3   11:44
Hello.
Me to be honest, when I when I was in Algeria, I was obligated to use it, but not to use it as much I use it now because nowadays I found myself is like related to the country, you know?

Researcher   11:55
I mean it's, I mean sorry, yeah, I mean is did the the social media play the like or impact your decision to to to travel to the UK or?

P3   12:10
Yeah, yeah, yeah. I will tell you now what's what's happened with the social media when you decide to coming to studying abroad. The image that you see in the pictures you see like wow, you see like buildings, you see like you know school and they tell you like especially if you asks I GB T or something, they tell you like the ranking is good this one, but in.

Researcher   12:10
Or no.
OK.
Mm.
Yeah.

P3   12:30
Reality when you come and you leave, you find like the reality is different than what you see in the when you make judgment to come here to the UK. For example, let's say, let's say the job opportunities when you come here, when you come student, you don't have like much time for studying. So we need to put like.

Researcher   12:37
Exactly, yeah.

P3   12:50
Yourself plan before you come for your for for your financial situation. For example, if you don't have family support you behind you, you're going to be in trouble. You know what I mean? You need to manage working and studying and stuff like that, you know?

Researcher   12:55
Exactly.
Yeah, that's.
Yeah.

P3   13:05
They don't tell us about the truth, about the rule, how much, for example, if you make plan for citizenship for studying after you make plan for working, you know, for getting graduated visa after you planning for getting your citizenship. This one with the phone, he make it easier for you like for example plan number one.
After this step #1, step #2, step #3. But when you try to make it in the reality, you see too many people they get struggling with this one. They come and they invest money to the country. They put money on their studies. They try to work some of them. They cannot even finish the first year for studying due to some.

Researcher   13:30
Yeah.
So, yeah. So you mean, yeah.

P3   13:45
Circumstances or something. So the reality is far away from what I see, what I was thinking in the phone. You know what I mean?

Researcher   13:52
Yeah, I mean, you mean social media gave you like a bright or an?

P3   13:56
And the problem is the social media like with now people days like like they put in their minds, people know they put like in their minds like something like scientific, you know, for example, if you meet someone who see like news in social media straight away, you're gonna believe it.

Researcher   14:08
Mm.

P3   14:13
This is which is dangerous, you know. For example, I have such a families in Algeria when they when they say, OK, P3, what do you think about coming to UK to study? I said, my friend, you need to make sure that you got have good financial situation, you get adapted to the country.

Researcher   14:14
Yeah, I am.
Mm.

P3   14:30
You don't get worried when it's coming like holidays, especially Ramadan, this you need to be supported. You need to have like family around you, you know, they said OK, it's easy, easy, easy.

Researcher   14:38
Yeah, yeah, this is the case. I think in all of the countries, even Canada, US, France, I think this is the same situation. You need to have a financial plan.

P3   14:46
The same situation. You need to have the reality, put the reality before you coming. And when I say to some people in Algeria like that, like the truth, they blame me. They say why you say like that? Why you? They feel like I don't want them to come, but it's not to me. It's not up to me.

Researcher   14:50
And.
Yeah.
Yeah.
I got it. Yeah. You mean social media gave like it? It doesn't give the real picture.

P3   15:05
Like they gave, they gave like information without depending on the person itself. You know what I mean? For example, we have two people, yeah, they try to come. One of the people, one of them is counting on in himself, you know, so he can manage.

Researcher   15:12
Oh, OK. Yeah, yeah.
Mm.
Yeah, yeah.

P3   15:21
When he come here depends on if you have good financial situation or no and he put plans already before he come this one of course you have good chances comparing to the someone who doesn't have any plan just who try to come in here and he say after I will manage it but.

Researcher   15:27
Mm.
Yeah.

P3   15:38
After all these years, he cannot manage it, you know, and easily they choose most of them. They choose to go back to the country after many years.

Researcher   15:40
Yeah, yeah.
Yeah, so, yeah, so which? So, yes. So the social media wasn't your like wasn't played like a big or an important role in your decision. So your decision is based on other factors because you said social media gave you like.
Or it didn't give you the real picture. It gave you like, wow, like bright picture. When you come here, you find something else.

P3   16:04
No.
No, no, I I know that in social media they gave me like in social media they give me like the idea about coming to another country and try to studying and this one. But me and myself, I'm not counting only on the social media. I know that I should put myself in the reality and judge myself if I can stay or no.

Researcher   16:18
Yeah.
Yeah.
I got it. Yeah, I got it.

P3   16:26
You know this is the problem. I'm not just counting on the on for example on the on the social media or even for the government what he say to me like for example you need to do this, you need to do this. I just I want to see with myself with my proper eyes which choices I have which which project that is enabled me to be better.

Researcher   16:29
On the social media.
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
Yeah.

P3   16:45
To advance in my life. This is what I choose, to be honest with you.

Researcher   16:47
Yeah, yeah, I got it. And which which social media platforms do you use most to find information about studying abroad?

P3   16:53
Mostly the most common for me. The most common for me usually I use the I use the Facebook to be honest because it's like part in our country. So usually is the most common social media in our country. So I have got too many friends and too many families that.

Researcher   17:02
Mm.
Yeah.

P3   17:11
And YouTube as well. But nowadays I reduce my time with the social media because it's not worth at me, you know, it's just wasting time of.

Researcher   17:15
Mm.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. I mean before coming here, I mean when you are searching about UK, about studying in the UK, yeah, you'll check like when you check information about studying in the UK, you you check.

P3   17:23
Before I coming here, usually I use the YouTube and the.
And.
For getting information, for getting information, I checked from the from the first I checked from Facebook as well. Facebook and YouTube as well. I asked some like I checked some videos, those like foreigner student who come here, international students, sorry.

Researcher   17:35
Hmm.
Mm.
Yeah.

P3   17:52
And I check how they can manage living here, how they progress in their life this and this. And For more information about like the data which you need to bring, what you need for the visa, this one like special and for specific information about the.

Researcher   17:58
Yeah.

P3   18:08
About the visa and everything, I check all of this with the short GBT. So he give me like stats for which which which priorities I need to do. For example, before I come here, I was planning to get my islets first after I was planning to make like money in my account for 28 days.

Researcher   18:10
Yeah.
OK.
Yeah.

P3   18:27
After I choose to like make sponsor for me which is I don't find it but after I put like letter with my uncle you know you need to manage before you come.

Researcher   18:27
Mm.
Yeah.
Yeah, OK. So you checked basically about Visa. Yeah, you checked the information like about Visa, bank accounts, immigration path. This is the main information you looked in this platforms.

P3   18:37
It takes me like 3 months preparation before I come.
Yeah.
Yeah, for getting idea about what I need to facing before I come, you know, yeah.

Researcher   18:49
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah. OK, OK, let's take a note here. OK. And did you find any like important or?
Let's say relevant comments, discussions in the groups, Facebook groups or comments in the YouTube about studying abroad. I mean, do you have interactions with those comments or you just or or or you didn't engage with them?

P3   19:25
No, some people they like like their rights in their opinion, you know, because some people they tell me that I need to like before I come, I make like strict plan which is like protect me and try to like having like a good plans, you know, for example.

Researcher   19:33
Hmm.
Yeah.

P3   19:44
They ask me before I come, I should like put plan A, Plan B. For example, if I don't succeed in my studies, I need to plan for another thing, you know? So like that. And which is I found it like something really stupid for me because I said how I can think like that before I come, I see I need to come first.

Researcher   19:51
Mm.
Yeah, OK.
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   20:09
As I said to you before, when families ask me, when my family ask me, P3, what do you think about me to coming to UK? I said no, you need to think me first. When I was the 1st place, I don't think to them, you know, if I someone said to me like that and maybe I get upset.

Researcher   20:17
OK.

P3   20:24
You know what I mean? Because I'm type of person like you need to put me in the situation before I I get like decided.

Researcher   20:24
OK. And yeah, and this.
Yeah, and yeah, and about these comments and interactions in the social media.

P3   20:35
Like I was friendly with them and like I don't never I get to reject their comments. You know I just taking them same as like as the experience or some like good opinion for me. Maybe I need it or some advices you know for example if you say like student come here to the country to this country like 10 years before or 12 years.

Researcher   20:41
Yeah.
Mm.

P3   20:55
Before all of them, they have like a good project and they like manage themselves to stay here, you know? So you need to get like some advices from them because they got experience more than you, you know?

Researcher   21:02
Yeah.
OK. Yeah.
Yeah, exactly. And did. So these interactions gave you like support or reassurance about studying abroad.

P3   21:15
To be honest, for support and attraction and assurance to be like feel yourself secure and safe, it's not like like that the case. You know you need to give your for yourself the the safety and the and the security you know I'm talking.

Researcher   21:22
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   21:33
I'm talking like for example, if you don't have like financial support, you know this is what I'm talking about. But for many people what I which I see nowadays too many people, especially Algerian people which coming here, all of them are having good financial situation which is really are safe and secure. They don't thinking about the money more than.

Researcher   21:38
Exactly, yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   21:53
They think about the studies. You know what I mean?

Researcher   21:54
Yeah, so, so, yeah, so, so briefly to just to conclude this part. So you so you have seen like Algerian students online, I mean you you read about their experiences and.

P3   22:08
Yeah.
Yeah.

Researcher   22:12
And yeah, and do you feel that the content that you have, that you have, that you have saw in the social media reflects your identity, your values, your cultural background or do you feel social media that content that you have saw in this?
Is it personalized for you? Uh.

P3   22:34
To be honest, to be honest, I feel like a social media, like they like trap, you know, like trap for people who have like a good condition in their countries, you know, and I try to be better. So for example in social media, never you find a video they tell you.

Researcher   22:36
I mean, yeah.
OK.

P3   22:54
Like you need to have like very good financial situation for needing to the camp for needing to coming here. So most of the mostly of the videos that you see nowadays, they just like want you to come. It's like becoming especially agencies in Algeria which is like they playing like a big part of the coming.

Researcher   23:01
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   23:14
Of the student who is like like here, they're founding here in the country and they're founding trouble, you know, because like they show you only the good image and they're hiding the truth from you. For example, let's say about the citizenship, when they go, you will go there, you are already in Algeria, you never come to the UK and they ask you that.

Researcher   23:20
Hmm.
Yeah, yeah.

P3   23:34
After five years, after six years, you need you getting like residence days and you're getting like citizenship. But when you come to the reality is like opposite, totally the opposite from that, you know, especially like people. I see too many people which has like fondling like strange thing. I see like the old student who's coming here, yeah.

Researcher   23:44
Yeah.

P3   23:54
You people of them, they're like from Algeria. When I asked like someone, he asked me like, oh, I coming here like 10 years ago and I said to him, did you get like like your residence or your citizenship with the studies? No, he said. The truth is not like that. I get my like citizenship. I choose like another plan, like for example.

Researcher   23:54
Yeah.

P3   24:13
Marriage, like I said, but they told me in the agency or the in I see in the videos, in social media, like the reality is like, you know, you finish your studies, you get graduated and you completing your path. But the truth is not like that, you know.

Researcher   24:14
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah, I I, I, I got it. Yeah. So, yes.

P3   24:31
So like the I blame too much the social media and the agencies which is in Algeria to like having like company with English universities. They like put you in the situation that like just come, don't worry about what's gonna happen. But in reality when you're coming you're like like.

Researcher   24:35
Yeah.
Yeah.
Just come, yeah.

P3   24:51
Facing difficulties and circumstances, no one help you from getting out from this one. If you have like bad bad like bad like financial situation, even if you have family, they cannot, they cannot support you. Same of.

Researcher   24:57
Exactly. Exactly. Yeah, so.

P3   25:07
As your country, you know because you know you are not living with them, you're living alone. You have like mission to do, like for example studying and jobs and if you're not getting a balance or a good time management between studying and working.

Researcher   25:23
Yeah.

P3   25:23
It's gonna be like sad ending, you know?

Researcher   25:26
Exactly. Yeah. So you see. So from what you said, now I will ask you. So which content do you prefer? Like the official university accounts or official university websites or social media influencers, other students?
Experiences. So which one do you prefer?

P3   25:48
To be honest, I take the advice from the old student who's coming here because they got like they got like experience with not like just the studies. For example, let's say you ask like someone who work in the university and you ask him about the experience in the university the.

Researcher   25:55
Uh, OK.
Yeah.

P3   26:08
The like how they're going to be the studies. It just give you about the idea about the studies. You know it's not going to give you the idea about the living, what you're wanting, you know. For example, let's say when you're coming and you to this country, you need to get idea not about just the studying for studies, you know.

Researcher   26:13
Yeah, yeah.
Yeah.
About life in general, you mean? Yeah.

P3   26:25
You know you have like path, you have like models. So if you don't understand them, they can like explain for you what you need to do and when you what models you need, models you need to repeat. And you know you have like your attendance with your colleague. You can like fix this such a problem, you know.

Researcher   26:38
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah, exactly.

P3   26:44
But for the living, for the living, like for the balance between the work and the studies, this is which what you what you need more, you know, especially if you don't have like good financial situation, you know, because when I see studying abroad is like two-part.

Researcher   26:51
What you need? Yeah, yeah.
Exactly, exactly.

P3   27:00
First path is like for a good people who have like good financial situation. These type of people, they don't have like such a problem with the living usually, you know, but with the people who have like just like normal financial situation, like for example just paying like students.

Researcher   27:00
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah.

P3   27:19
Student fees and like that and you need to like manage his life. This is like quite difficult. You need to get like someone some advice from all student who have like the same path as you. So they give you like the truth. You know what I mean? So for coming on studying abroad is not like studying in our countries.

Researcher   27:19
Hmm.
Yeah, yeah. Who went through all this process? I mean, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
Exactly.

P3   27:39
To just like getting success in your studies and that's it. You have like too many responsibilities, too many obligation that like that you need to affect with them and to try to make your best with them. You know what I'm trying to mean?

Researcher   27:43
Yeah.
Yeah, exactly.
Yeah, yeah, exactly. Yeah. And yeah, so now, yeah, about now because I'm applying some theories about this challenges. So what here we move to the push and pull factors. So what factors like that pushed you to?

P3   27:55
This is right right to him.
Yeah.

Researcher   28:09
To to look for opportunities outside Algeria, what is the main push?

P3   28:13
First, as I said to you, the the main factors that they push, they push me to come here. First is the language, as I told you, English in Algeria. I don't study usually in English. Maybe they make a new rule about studying in English nowadays in Algerian University.

Researcher   28:23
OK.

P3   28:30
So basically if you study like getting graduated with French, French graduation or French master is not like worth for you. You know, even if you want to go to abroad to studying in different working in different companies, you need to get like.

Researcher   28:33
Mm.
Mm.

P3   28:46
High level of the English, even some companies they suggest for you to have like a good level of English. This is #1 #2 is like the the the like the like lack of management in our country.

Researcher   28:50
Yeah.

P3   29:01
For example, the like when the when you finish your studies, they're not going to hire you straight away. You're not going to find a job easily. Even if you find a job, maybe you work like a different profession, for example. For example, let's say you finish like as electrical engineering, you'll find yourself working as.

Researcher   29:01
Mm.
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah.

P3   29:19
Manager in in sales or in project management. Maybe you know, this is like quite strange for me and weird and I found it like it's not good. You know, for example, let's say you make your efforts for five years for starting some profession and you find yourself good at.

Researcher   29:22
Yeah, yeah.
Yeah, yeah, so.

P3   29:37
After you find yourself like as a beginner in your field, you know and you don't get the respect that you need it.

Researcher   29:38
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah, I I I got it. Yeah. So this is what push you to and what's what pull you, what pull you to to to.

P3   29:46
And as well as a third party.
As a party as well, I want like to getting to trying to be having like opportunity to leave to another country with different, different culture as well, getting like experience in another country. For example, if you go to England and you have like just the work experience, it's going to be worth for you, you know?

Researcher   30:01
Yeah.

P3   30:09
To the many cultures which is good for you and even why not you can get your citizenship and try it in your life because.

Researcher   30:10
Yeah, so.
Yeah, so, so now you answered the other question about the factors that pulled you to to study in in the UK. So it's like, yeah, it's because here I have options like the reputation of of of UK education, the employability, employability, student life. So are are.

P3   30:23
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah, student life and opportunities as well, you know, which is good for you.

Researcher   30:35
These factors are.
Yeah, yeah. OK, OK, reputation. And yeah, we talk about social media, so let's move ahead.

P3   30:41
Yeah.
You know, UK universities is one of the best universities in in the world.

Researcher   30:50
Yeah, yeah, yeah, exactly, exactly. So the reputation of the UK, yeah, which open for you opportunities.

P3   30:52
Due to the ranking, yet due to the international ranking in universities.

Researcher   30:59
Yeah, OK.
Uh, OK, so here. Uh, OK.
So is there any post or video that in social media that like motivates you the most or or no, there is no special social media post or content that affected you. So the the the most like your decision to come here to the UK.
Is not based on social media, it's based on your personal decision, right?

P3   31:34
Yeah, but yeah, I was basically I choosing like my path basically on my decision. But I see some like post which is like gave, as I said to you, they give you just the good image about the coming here, you know, because they check like all you are from Algeria, which is like weak country.

Researcher   31:40
Mm.
You know.

P3   31:53
It's not like good financial country and economically. So comparing between the countries, UK and Algeria, but in the reality is not the same. You know, you cannot compare like that. Yeah, like hiding things like I was not like I was not on touring with, you know, I was not like having the knowledge before I come.

Researcher   31:58
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
Hmm.

P3   32:13
Now when I'm having the knowledge and the experience, I can know which is the good things and which is the, which is the benefit and which is the lacks of like put you to coming to the studying abroad. For example, I don't like when you coming here and studying abroad.

Researcher   32:22
Yeah.
Yeah, OK.

P3   32:31
You feel yourself too, too much lonely. You need to be responsible for your life. You need to work. You need to do everything with yourself, which is like a huge responsibility comparing to what I what I faced in my country before.

Researcher   32:44
Yeah.
Exactly. Yeah. And did the the other factors like like security, visa requirements, other factors, have you saw this in in the social media? I mean those factors, have you read about them?

P3   32:53
Um.
For the financial situation and yeah, they don't like, they don't like give you like like clear information about the financial city, financial requirement, they just.

Researcher   33:12
Uh, yeah.

P3   33:15
Said to you, like as I said, like they said to you that you need to come, you need to have just you need like the English level and like the you need to like the English level and for the money you need to borrow money from family. It doesn't matter if it's for you or not, just you need to just.

Researcher   33:34
Mm.

P3   33:35
You getting your visa and which is the visa they called it like very easy for UK visa for studies and which I found it really is not good and bad when you coming here and you try to studies because you're going to having like facing a very big mistake in your life which is like you counting on just the few money which is.

Researcher   33:49
Yeah.

P3   33:54
You need like basically much, much more money for making yourself more concentrated with your studies comparing to the other to the job you know.

Researcher   33:56
No.
Exactly, yeah.
And have you got any advice from from your family or your friends about this decision?

P3   34:08
To be honest, when I decide to come here, I just making my decision with my own self. So in terms of money and everything, I just like make it. You can say in secret, you can say like that in terms of money, we have like my father before he was like having businesses, he was having like one.

Researcher   34:13
Oh, OK.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   34:28
One like, as I said, one shop I rent it. I try to think about how you can I make money. I rent it for five years. He give me like money. I put it in my bank account, I apply and I go.

Researcher   34:32
Mm.
OK, OK.

P3   34:42
I just need a letter from them, like for the I just need a letter from my father just for accepting this this thing before I come.

Researcher   34:46
Yeah.
Log in.
So, yeah, yeah, I got it. OK, OK, so here we'll move ahead because you said the now. So you you don't have trust in information on social media in general.

P3   35:04
No, no anymore because the social media live.

Researcher   35:08
Yeah.

P3   35:09
Too many influencer. They show you like the the fake thing in the life, but when you see them, how they live, maybe you get a different idea.

Researcher   35:14
Thank you, yeah.
Yeah, yeah.

P3   35:22
As I try to me.

Researcher   35:23
Yeah. OK. Uh, OK. Let's move now here. It's yeah.
Yeah, what? Yeah, actually you you answered most of my questions before I reach them, so I will move ahead here. Can you go?

P3   35:40
OK.

Researcher   35:46
Uh.
Yeah. And about the university that you have studied in, in the UK, can you just tell me briefly how you go, how you first discovered this university and then you decided to to to to like to register or to enroll in this university? Just a quick, you know.

P3   35:54
Yeah, at first I was having like family in my my country which is living in the UK. I was he show me the pictures about this city. He show me like the pictures about the city, how it's looking, how is how which is known for is like if they have colleges, if they have.

Researcher   36:11
Mm.

P3   36:26
Universities. He showed me like the purpose idea about it. So which is I like, yeah, a family member was living here, was living in this country for many years and he give me like idea about how you can come, how you can do and how about the city, usually about the internationals.

Researcher   36:30
This is your cousin, right?
OK, OK.
Yeah.

P3   36:46
Student who was usually was choosing the UK to come. So I got idea. I said OK, let's try this city and try what can I explore from this city. After I checked with the agency in Algeria which is an education agency, they have like a relation with UK Colleges.

Researcher   36:50
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   37:04
So they linked me together and they give me like information and I get like information with one guy was working there.

Researcher   37:05
Yeah.

P3   37:22
They give me like idea about how you need to come or what you need to do and they give me messages as well to support me to give me like details what you need to do. And when I come, when I decide, when I decide here to come, they give you also the advice like if you want to come in the like if you are alone or you don't have family, they give you like someone to bring you.

Researcher   37:22
Mm.

P3   37:42
From the airport to my place of study in the UK. I found this information through an education agency.

Researcher   37:43
Mm.
Yeah, yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah, OK, got got it. And when you when you when you compared universities here in the UK, which when you checked in the in the social media, which content did you find it most like useful and trustworthy?
You said social media in general gave you like a false image, but which like content or which platform that may give you like correct information or correct image or?

P3   38:24
The platform that they give you correct image is the like universe trust university websites. This is first UK government website as well. They give you like straight away from the government what you need to have, what you need to do. You don't have like have the link between another people for example if you.

Researcher   38:31
OK, OK.
Mm.

P3   38:44
Check like information from special like odd student of this one. You cannot like take the advice from straight from them because it's different experiences between 1:00 to another depends on what he live and what he have, you know.

Researcher   38:53
Hmm.
Yeah, OK.

P3   38:59
So I got like the real information from the staff who work already in the university, you know?

Researcher   39:06
Yeah, OK.

P3   39:09
So I get the information from the main source, you know?

Researcher   39:12
From the the main source. From the official source. Not the not. Yeah. OK, I got it. I got it here. OK.

P3   39:15
Yeah.
From the staff, from the teachers, from from the managers there in the in the college, which is already was there, you know, so they give you like straight the good news.

Researcher   39:25
Yeah, OK. And about, yeah, about now, yeah, about the cultural influence, cultural context. Yeah, you have mentioned at the beginning of this interview that you have chosen UK. One of the main factors is to study in English because you already know French and Arabic in Algeria.
Yeah, so yeah.

P3   39:47
I was intending trying something new, yeah.

Researcher   39:51
Oh, yeah, yeah. OK, I got this one. Uh, OK.
Uh.
So do you feel that like studying in an anglophone or francophone country say something about your identity? I mean, when you decided to study in the UK, have you considered like a francophone country like France or Quebec in Canada or?
Or Tybeck in Canada or or you have chosen English, you have chosen UK from the beginning, I mean, yeah.

P3   40:24
I choose UK from the beginning because as I said I have like support family from my my family. I as I mentioned I have like part for family in the UK. So it's like supporting for me just in case of like having some like financial issues or something.

Researcher   40:30
Yeah.
Yeah.
Mm.
Yeah.

P3   40:41
This is like a good good good thing. The second thing I choosing like UK because they're having like high-ranking of universities and multiple cultures. Even if if you go to Canada or France you have like different cultures but why I'm choosing UK?

Researcher   40:44
Yeah.
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   40:59
Because like we are like in the same level at the beginning, so all we don't speak the English very well even before you come, you need to have like having same high level in the English before you come. But you practicing your language more with foreigners which is like more easy comparing to the English people.

Researcher   41:08
Yeah.

P3   41:19
You try to, you know what I mean.

Researcher   41:21
Yeah, yeah.
OK, got it. And do you have like now? I mean, after you came here and you you you studied here, have you still have connections with alumni students, current Algerian students?
Uh, in the UK.

P3   41:39
Yeah, already I have like too many, too many friends which is I studied with them two years ago. They are right now is good. They are loving a good path. They finished their studies. Now they are in graduating visa. They was looking for the sponsorship and this one.

Researcher   41:42
Yeah.
OK.
Yeah.

P3   41:59
And always, as I said to you, they like getting like wrong information in the social media and the and the agencies as well, so they can confirm for you this one.

Researcher   42:06
Yeah.
OK, OK. Uh, OK.
OK. And yeah, just a quick question here about like impressions, like have you thought about possible challenges and like beside financial and other things, have you thought about discrimination?
Cultural differences, new academic environment and how you handle these challenges. Have you thought about them before coming here?

P3   42:43
To be honest, I was thinking about this one discrimination number the the nature of people here, which is like I found it like like I was intending to facing different things like discrimination and this one like I treat it like very bad before I come I like make.

Researcher   42:50
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   43:03
Making like bad image in my mind. But since I come here I I found like British people they was living like with too many cultures. They get like used with some of the places like in different can in different in different like in different like places. For example if you go out north.

Researcher   43:05
Yeah.
Yeah.

P3   43:22
To the Scotland for you go, you go West to the Wales, maybe you find like some some some sort of people like they they have like discrimination. But usually in the UK people are friendly, people are nice and they're like smiling with you and like try to give you like opinion or help or you know.

Researcher   43:26
Hmm.
Yeah.

P3   43:42
This is like countries like that and which is like they accepting already too many people and too many foreigners and they are like friendly with international student.

Researcher   43:42
Yeah.
OK.
Yeah, perfect.
Yeah, perfect. So, OK, so now after after arriving to the UK and studied here, do you like have, how do you expect to use social media to stay connected?
With people here to build community, you said in the beginning that now you are using the phone all the time to stay connected with the community, to build relationships, networks. So yeah, so now you are using social media a lot. I mean to stay.

P3   44:19
Well, with family.

Researcher   44:27
Like just stay connected here.

P3   44:28
Yeah, I'm counting your relation. I'm counting in my relation in the social media because I have like too many friends around this country and all of them you you need to like make a contact with them. So you need to call them, you need to message them if you need help. Maybe some friends, they're going to help you, they're going to give you advice on this one, so.

Researcher   44:33
Yeah, yeah.
Yeah.
Hmm.

P3   44:48
All my social like community and social network is inside the phone depends on which social media I use. For example Facebook I use it like for communicating in Algeria and friends and families in Algeria. For example Facebook and WhatsApp I use it for like.

Researcher   44:51
Hmm.
Yeah, OK.
Yeah.

P3   45:06
Communicating and making like good relationship between my friends here in the UK. It depends which I which I use.

Researcher   45:13
Yeah.
OK.
OK, the rest in the sound steps.
Now, yeah, so the last one here, the last question to close the interview. So if you are advising another Algerian students, what would you tell them about using social media?

P3   45:38
Yeah, before if I was like having like I was intend to give advice to new student who was wanting to come in here, I said to him before you come here you need to check like from the from you need to check from your.

Researcher   45:39
Yeah.

P3   45:55
Your your like check first from your your circumstances and what is good for you, what is the bad before you coming to the UK from the trying to have the idea to living abroad, what which is the benefits, which is the lacks for example for the benefit is OK personal growth.

Researcher   46:03
Mm.

P3   46:14
Investing in yourself, getting like high level of the studies, getting like galladiated with English language. This is all the benefit, but you need to to lack of the consequences and the circumstances as well. One of them is like the different cultures. Some of the people they found themselves, they cannot adapt it.
The loveliness. You are living alone without your family, without your support. You need to be responsible. If you have like bad financial situation is going to be worth even more. You need to work. You need to make some plans for time management. Some people they found very difficult in managing right times.
They're like they cannot managing between the work and between the studies as you want. As you see studies in UK they taking too much time research project. We have like assignment to do and you need to check briefly what I what you're writing inside your PC you like.

Researcher   46:53
Mm.

P3   47:12
Like staying too many times from like your computer and you get like diseases and you get like some bad bad like bad like effect in your back. You know sometimes you get like head like you know.

Researcher   47:24
End.
Yeah, yeah.

P3   47:28
Like you get affected and you need to see a doctor because you stay too many times to the seat and fronting the computer and you know which is like you fail yourself too many tired, tired, you know, but you which is good for you if you like before you come.

Researcher   47:35
No.
Exactly. Yeah, yeah.

P3   47:44
Which is I really advise about it. I see so many Algerians do this one before you come try to make like small community or 2-3 friends who are coming to come here in the same city.
Which is your like you're going to and like make friendship and relationship like before you come here. So for example, we have like three prospective students. Yeah, they want to come to the UK to study. Before they come to study, they met in Algeria.

Researcher   48:07
Yeah, yeah.
Yeah.

P3   48:16
Make some plans, try to facing the problems, try to make like good plan for the the three, which is good for them to make sure everything gonna be OK in the future.

Researcher   48:22
Yeah.
Yeah, yeah, I got it. Yeah. So thank you so much for this details. And yeah, the last, thank you so much. So if you rate the influence of social media on your decision to to study abroad from 1:00 to 10:00, how much you give?

P3   48:33
No problem was no problem.
I really appreciate it.
To be honest, it's four. I give her four. Yeah, four or just because they give you the information need to to come. That's it. But in terms of reality and the experience that you're gonna.

Researcher   48:52
Oh, OK, that's perfect. So, yeah.
Yeah, yeah, that's it. Yeah.

P3   49:04
Facing is totally different.

Researcher   49:06
Yeah. OK. I got it. So here. OK. So thank you so much, P3. This is the end of the the interview. Yeah, no worries. Thank you so much. I appreciate the details you have provided and your experience is very interesting.

P3   49:12
No worries, boss. Thank you very much, Researcher. I really appreciate this one and good luck for your research as well.
Yeah. Thank you. OK. Thank you.
No worries, Mr. It's my pleasure. Take care. Bye.

Researcher stopped transcription
