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Researcher started transcription

Researcher   0:06
So what is your age?

P4   0:08
I am in the 15–18 age range.

Researcher   0:12
Your gender.

P4   0:13
I'm female.

Researcher   0:15
OK, what is your current level of study?

P4   0:18
Secondary education.

Researcher   0:19
Are you currently studying abroad or planning to study abroad?

P4   0:25
No, I am planning to study abroad.

Researcher   0:29
OK, which country are you interesting? Are you are you planning to study in?

P4   0:36
Uh, UK.

Researcher   0:39
OK, just one second. OK, what's what field of study are you most interested in or currently pursuing?

P4   0:52
Medicine.

Researcher   0:56
Interested in medicine?

P4   0:57
Yes.

Researcher   0:59
OK.
So how would you describe your English and French proficiency?

P4   1:06
In English I am a near native and French I don't speak it very well.

Researcher   1:13
Oh, OK.
OK.
OK, that's fine. Now we'll move to to Part B. So what motivated you to consider studying abroad outside Algeria?

P4   1:37
Because studying abroad offers better opportunities than studying in Algeria.

Researcher   1:43
OK. And how early did you start thinking about study overseas?

P4   1:52
Can you repeat? I didn't hear you.

Researcher   1:54
How? How early did you start thinking about studying abroad?

P4   1:58
I started thinking about it in my early years of secondary education. Now it's still new.

Researcher   2:13
OK. And how often do you use social media and what is your main reasons for using it day-to-day?

P4   2:23
I use it. I use it daily and I use it for entertainment and communication.

Researcher   2:32
OK, are you?
Mhm.
OK. And have you discussed your study abroad plans with your family and friends? If yes, what support they have you received?

P4   2:47
Yes, I discussed to my family and they support the idea because studying abroad offers better opportunities and it's it's good, yeah.

Researcher   2:58
OK.
Mm.
OK.
OK, so now let's move to the use of social media. Now we'll focus on social media use. OK, so which social media platforms do you use most often to find information about studying abroad?

P4   3:26
Uh, I use Instagram.

Researcher   3:30
OK.

P4   3:32
Instagram and the and TikTok.

Researcher   3:37
OK.
So what kind of information are you usually looking for on these platforms?

P4   3:48
Different universities and scholarship stuff and.

Researcher   3:55
OK.
So you look for scholarships and universities through.
Through Instagram and TikTok.

P4   4:05
Yes.

Researcher   4:06
OK. And how do interactions on social media such as comments, discussions, following search and pages?
Feel you or feel more connected to or helping you to feel more connected to others who are studying abroad already? I mean, do you interact with people who are studying abroad?

P4   4:30
I don't interact a lot, but when I do, I find similar people in my situation, like students from Algeria that have similar like dreams to go abroad.

Researcher   4:39
OK.
OK, so you you find similar stories like you like yours.

P4   4:48
Yeah, yep.

Researcher   4:54
OK.
So you haven't engaged with them or?
Uh, OK, interact with them.

P4   5:03
No, not a lot, no.

Researcher   5:06
OK, OK, you are just watching.

P4   5:08
Yes.

Researcher   5:09
Just watching them and watching their experiences.

P4   5:12
Yes.

Researcher   5:13
OK.
OK, do and do online interactions give you emotional support or reassurance about study? So do these online interactions or online contents give you any support or reassurance about study abroad?

P4   5:39
Yes, because I get to see many people who were successful in leaving and studying and getting good opportunities.

Researcher   5:48
Yeah, OK.
Success and OK.
So does seeing Algerian and Algerian students online make these destinations feel more relatable like you mentioned UK? So have you watched any Algerian students online like studying in the UK?

P4   6:23
Yes, I've seen many successful cases where they reached UK and they got good universities.

Researcher   6:31
OK.
And the.
So do you think the social media content reflects your identity, your values, your and cultural background?

P4   6:52
Can you repeat? I didn't hear you.

Researcher   6:56
Sorry.

P4   6:56
Can you repeat? I didn't hear you well.

Researcher   6:59
OK, one second. Do you feel social media content reflects your identity, values and cultural background?

P4   7:10
Not all of it, Ma. Partially, yes, it's true to an extent.

Researcher   7:16
OK, not all of it and the.
OK.
OK and uh.
So do students stories, uh, influence your expectations or feelings?

P4   7:38
Yes, they give me hope that it will work because for them it worked out well.

Researcher   7:45
OK. And do you ever feel overwhelmed or confused by the amount of information online?

P4   7:55
Yes, a lot of times.

Researcher   7:57
OK, sometimes or many times.

P4   8:00
Many times.

Researcher   8:01
OK.
Uh, if so, uh.
So, So what made you feel that way?

P4   8:11
Because there are many like steps to get to like studying abroad and the steps are very complicated and it's it's hard to take in all at once.

Researcher   8:24
OK.
And do you prefer content from official university accounts or students and influencers stories?

P4   8:36
A mix of both. I think we should have like some from the university, so we have like the legal side and the official side and then some so we can see a different perspective.

Researcher   8:46
Yeah.
OK.
OK, that's fine. And Part B now, what factors pushed you to look for opportunities outside Algeria?

P4   9:07
Because the opportunities inside of Algeria were not very, uh, were not very good and I wanted to do something more than just stay in Algeria.

Researcher   9:17
Oh.
OK.
OK. And what factors pulled you towards particular countries like the UK?
Like for for example, its reputation, student life, employability. Yeah, just explain to me briefly what's what's attracted you to you to to the UK.

P4   9:41
The this the student life and the.
I found like I saw a lot of universities that offer like medical schools, good medical schools in the UK that seems suitable for me.

Researcher   9:58
OK.
And how how has social media influenced or changed your perception of these destinations?

P4   10:19
Um.

Researcher   10:19
I mean how social media influenced your choice of the UK.

P4   10:25
I saw many medical students who were studying in the UK, so that's what led me to.

Researcher   10:30
OK, we have so many medical students studying in the UK. OK.

P4   10:32
OK. Yeah.

Researcher   10:43
OK. And can you recall a post or a video that shaped your opinion? I mean any content that that influenced you? Can you remember any video or content or a post?

P4   10:58
Oh.
I am not sure.

Researcher   11:01
OK, so.
Yeah, OK. So you you are watching like generally, so there are there is no particular post or or.

P4   11:10
Yes, she said. Don't have like one specific post.

Researcher   11:13
Yeah, OK. And have you ever changed your preferred destination after seeing the content in in the social media? I mean, have you ever think about another country?

P4   11:25
No, studying abroad was still like still new to me, so I still didn't like look at many different options. So UK is the first one.

Researcher   11:35
Yeah, OK.
OK, what kind of content influenced you? You said the general general content. OK, can you just give me examples of content that you are that you are watching in in in TikTok and Instagram?

P4   11:46
Yes.
The.
There are the official university's accounts, the there's one that posts like tours of the university and like courses that they have.

Researcher   12:13
OK, I mean through videos or or written posts.

P4   12:15
Yes, yes, videos.

Researcher   12:18
OK.
OK and uh.
OK. And this one we answered. So have you considered the factors, other factors such as cost of studying safety requirements to obtain?
Like the the admissions, any of these factors, have you considered them or searched for them?

P4   12:50
What were the factors again cost of cost of?

Researcher   12:56
Cost and and security, safety in that country, for example in the UK, this stuff.

P4   13:00
But safety in the UKI think it's very it's safe, so that cost I still did not consider that.

Researcher   13:12
OK.
OK, so do you combine what you have seen online with advice from friends and family when choosing what to study?

P4   13:32
Yeah, so I take a mix of both so I can have, uh, like different perspectives.

Researcher   13:35
Yeah.
OK.
OK, perfect. So let's move on. Section E here. How how much do you trust information you see on social media about universities abroad?

P4   13:58
It depends on what the source is. If it's a reliable source, I trust it like an official account. If it's something else, then I wouldn't fully trust it.

Researcher   14:06
Oh, OK, yeah.
OK, uh.
And what makes you believe in the content you find online?

P4   14:22
If the source is credible and my yeah.

Researcher   14:26
The source. Yeah. OK, OK. And how does it? How does what you see on social media compared to what you hear from people from university websites? I mean, is there a difference?

P4   14:42
No, for me, it seems similar to what I've seen on social media.

Researcher   14:48
OK.
In what ways does social media reduce or increase your uncertainty about studying abroad?

P4   15:01
It increases it positively. I feel more certain about studying abroad after seeing stuff.

Researcher   15:09
Uh, it increases the the the subcentric, not the.

P4   15:13
Yes.

Researcher   15:17
Oh, OK.
But as you said, it depends on the source. So you you are filtering which source of information do you get right?

P4   15:24
Yes.

Researcher   15:30
Yeah, OK. And uh.

P4   15:31
Yes.

Researcher   15:35
OK, that's OK. Can you walk me through how you go from first discovering a university to deciding whether to apply? I mean, just give me an example.

P4   15:50
Uh, I check the courses they have.

Researcher   15:51
Of a university that you like, for example, yeah.

P4   15:55
I check for any scholarship opportunities. I check the cost, the place, and then I think about applying to work.

Researcher   16:03
OK.
OK.
Uh.
OK, that's perfect. We will be not for you because.
OK.
So here again, what when comparing universities like more than one university, what sources of or what social media content did you find most useful or most trustworthy?

P4   16:58
I found social media content on on TikTok more useful 'cause I found more people and more perspectives.

Researcher   17:10
Yeah.
OK.
OK. And have you followed like the official university's accounts in TikTok or or you you you focus on influencers?

P4   17:29
Um, I take a bit of both, but mainly the official counts.

Researcher   17:35
OK, you take more from the official accounts.

P4   17:38
Yes.

Researcher   17:44
OK.
So here the last section about the culture and OK because Algeria you know people students in in Algeria you you study more in French so but you have chosen UK.

P4   17:58
8.
Oops.

Researcher   18:02
Uh, and it is an English speaking country, so uh.
How does Algeria historical and linguistic relationship with countries like France influence your study choice? Like for you, you choose you have chosen UK so.

P4   18:21
Um.

Researcher   18:21
Is there any cultural or historical relationship behind this choice?

P4   18:28
Not that I know of, I don't know.

Researcher   18:32
OK, so you you you choose, you choose an English speaking country because you have speak very good English, right?

P4   18:39
Yes.

Researcher   18:40
Yeah.
OK.
And do you think social media exposes you to other destinations outside the outside the normal ones like France? So do you like? Yeah.

P4   19:01
Yes, it shows many different opportunities in different countries you can go to.

Researcher   19:10
Yeah.
OK, uh.
So do you feel that social media helps you to challenge these traditional preferences?

P4   19:35
Uh, yes.

Researcher   19:38
OK.
Do you feel studying in English speaking or French speaking countries say something about your identity?

P4   19:47
I don't think it changes someone's identity. I still say Algeria.

Researcher   19:55
Oh.
OK, OK. Now how do you imagine your study abroad based on what you have seen online?

P4   19:59
But.
Can you repeat please?
Yeah.

Researcher   20:11
Do you imagine your study abroad experience or yeah, how do you see it based on what you have seen online? I mean.
Have you imagined how, how, how it will be, how, how it's, how it will, how it will look like?

P4   20:28
I think it will be not very easy, but not very hard either, as I already know like a lot of English, so living in England won't be very hard for me.

Researcher   20:42
Oh, OK.
OK, do you follow or interact with any students online? I mean students studying abroad.

P4   20:59
Oh.
No, no.

Researcher   21:04
OK.
And are you? Are there any concerns or doubts that remain despite using social media?
I can't hear you. OK.

P4   21:19
Maybe 'cause?

Researcher   21:25
In uh, in terms of what's like, can you give me an example?

P4   21:30
In terms of the tuition for the university.

Researcher   21:35
Sorry.

P4   21:35
In terms of tuition for university.

Researcher   21:39
Oh, OK.
And how do you think online impressions might differ from the reality of living and studying abroad?

P4   21:52
On the online ones may be more may look better than in real life as it's online.
1.

Researcher   22:07
So you mean the impressions or the online content might differ? Might be different from the reality, OK.

P4   22:12
Yes, a bit. Depends on the swords, but I think so.

Researcher   22:17
Oh, OK.
Have you thought about possible challenges such as cultural differences, how to adapt with the new academic environment, these challenges?

P4   22:27
OK.
I I haven't considered them yet, but I will start soon.

Researcher   22:41
OK.
OK.
So how do you expect to handle these challenges if they happen?

P4   22:57
So.
Uh.
I can like if I face problems, I can ask for help from people around me or I can research about it and find solutions on my own.

Researcher   23:16
Oh, OK.
OK, so here with last question. How do you expect to use social media once you arrive abroad? I mean after you're travelling abroad, how do you expect to use social media? Do you do you still need to use it once arrive?

P4   23:31
8.
Yes.
I think I will still need to use it 'cause I still may face some different problems and I may need to do more research on other stuff once I get there that I haven't considered.

Researcher   23:55
OK, not fair fix.
OK, so here are the closing questions. Now if you if you were advising another Algerian students, what would you tell them about using social media to plan for studies abroad?

P4   24:14
I would tell them to consider where they're getting their information from, to ensure that it is a credible and reliable source, and to look for different opportunities like don't stick to one thing.

Researcher   24:23
Hmm.
OK.
And how, if you had to rate the influence of social media on your decision to study abroad from 1:00 to 10:00, what would be? What would it be?

P4   24:48
Wait, can you repeat please?

Researcher   24:51
If you were to rate the influence of social media on your decision to to study abroad from 1:00 to 10:00.

P4   24:57
I would rate it A7.

Researcher   25:02
OK, why?

P4   25:04
Because it greatly impacted my decision and my choice of where to go and why I should go.

Researcher   25:12
OK.
OK. So is there anything else you'd like to share about your experience?

P4   25:27
No, no, thank you.

Researcher   25:29
OK.
OK, P4, thank you so much and I appreciate your answers.

P4   25:38
Thank you. Bye. Oh, no.

Researcher   25:40
Thank you. Just one second I.

Researcher stopped transcription
