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Researcher started transcription

Researcher   0:12
Transcription.
OK, mute the unmute.

P10   0:26
Okay, um, not safety heavy.

Researcher   0:27
Mm.
No, sorry, sorry.

P10   0:35
Accept it.

Researcher   0:35
It's, yeah, yeah, okay, so.
Uhh.

P10   0:41
I would.

Researcher   0:42
Good evening.

P10   0:43
Okay.

Researcher   0:45
P10, happy to have you today in my interview about my research about the impact of social media on Algerian students studying abroad or planning to study abroad. So let's

P10   0:45
Hi.
What?

Researcher   1:02
start with the questions about the demographic section. So what's your age?

P10   1:09
Hi, I'm happy to answer your questions. I'm in my twenties. 

Researcher   1:12
Yep.
Perfect. And what's your gender?

P10   1:17
I'm a female.

Researcher   1:19
And what is your current level of study?

P10   1:23
Undergraduate level.

Researcher   1:26
And are you currently studying abroad or planning to study abroad?

P10   1:30
Actually, I'm planning to study abroad.

Researcher   1:34
And which country are you planning to study in?

P10   1:39
I'm planning to study in France.

Researcher   1:42
Okay, which field?

P10   1:45
Health-related discipline.

Researcher   1:48
Okay, and how do you describe your English or French languages?

P10   1:55
My French is fluent because I studied in French and it's the second language in my country. And my English is also strong because I see English content every day and I have friends.
that who, a friend who speaks English.

Researcher   2:17
OK, and...
That's.
Perfect and interesting. Yeah. So you are bilingual study, like speaking 2 languages. And let's move to the introduction about yourself and your background. So what motivated you to consider studying abroad?

P10   2:27
Yes.
I think the better educational opportunities and the health related specializations opportunities in France, that's it.

Researcher   2:54
Okay, okay, and how early did you start thinking about studying overseas?

P10   3:04
Since secondary school, I think, because I always watch students abroad on YouTube, Instagram, and all the social media.

Researcher   3:08
Mmh.
Oh, perfect. And how often do you use social media and what are your main reasons for using it day to day?

P10   3:26
I use it very frequently. My main reasons for using it is I want to learn, I want to get to have more information about the thing I'm doing.

Researcher   3:42
Mm.
Okay, and have you discussed your study abroad with your family? And if yes, what kind of support or opinions have you received from them?

P10   3:54
Yes, of course. Like my family, friends encouraged me because many relatives already live in France and because it's so near to Algeria.

Researcher   3:55
Mhm.
Okay, so...
Okay, so you, who are the relatives that you have in France, like close relatives or?

P10   4:16
Yes, they are close. For example, close family members live there.

Researcher   4:17
Yeah, right.
Yeah.
Okay, perfect. So this is one of the reasons like what's that encouraged you to travel to friends, family connections and yeah, that's interesting. So and you've mentioned the platforms that you the most often used.

P10   4:33
Yes.
Yes.

Researcher   4:46
Uhh...
Like what are the social media platforms do you use the most?

P10   4:54
Okay, so Instagram, TikTok for short videos that explains and of course YouTube to see like the deepest explanation possible to get my information from.

Researcher   5:09
Okay, and yeah, you have mentioned already what the kind of information that you are looking for, so...
Can you give me an example of any content or posts that you followed recently, maybe?

P10   5:29
Okay, so...

Researcher   5:29
Or, or engine level, yeah.

P10   5:32
Okay, so first, considering the platforms that I use, I use them for visa information and accommodation. So recently, I followed several Algerian students studying in France, and watched their daily routines and study methods.

Researcher   5:49
Yeah.
Okay, perfect. And have you engaged with them like online? I mean with other Algerian students.

P10   5:58
Yes.
Yes, I engaged with a lot of Algerian students who study abroad.

Researcher   6:10
Okay, and have you joined any groups or online communities on social media?

P10   6:16
Yes.
Yes, mainly.

Researcher   6:19
I mean, study abroad groups, maybe, yeah.

P10   6:24
Yes, WhatsApp and Facebook groups for Algerian students in France.

Researcher   6:29
Okay, okay, perfect. And how do these interactions within these groups influence your feelings about studying abroad or influence your confidence about studying abroad?

P10   6:47
Okay, so those groups really increased my confidence because students openly share their advice and experiences. They give the good side and the bad side, everything.

Researcher   7:02
OK, and.
Do online interactions give you like emotional support or reassurance about study abroad?

P10   7:13
Yes, of course, especially when students explain how they adapted after arriving.

Researcher   7:20
OK, and...
Does seeing Algerian or North African students online make destinations feel more relatable?

P10   7:30
Yes, yes, because they understand our culture and family mentality, so it's easier to deal with them than the other foreigners and students.

Researcher   7:32
Mhm.
Yeah, okay, yeah, because of cultural and family mentality. Okay, and do you feel that social media content reflects your identity, values or cultural background?

P10   7:58
So, sometimes, yes, especially when students discuss religion, food, and family pressure, but I'm trying my best to stick with my values and cultural background.

Researcher   8:06
Mm.
Yeah, of course. Yeah. And do you feel that social media content is personalized for you? And how do you think that happens?

P10   8:26
So yes, I think algorithms recommend more France and medicine related content after one search for it. Like I just search France and all the content that I need shows up in my For You page.

Researcher   8:35
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah, yeah, OK, and keep and and it keeps showing like the same.

P10   8:51
Yes.

Researcher   8:51
Same content, yeah, about friends and yeah, algorithms like are playing a key roles in today's social media. Okay, and do students' stories or vlogs influence your expectations or feelings?

P10   9:01
Yes.
So, yes, they made me feel more motivated and less afraid.

Researcher   9:12
Mm.
Okay, and do you feel that, do you feel sometimes overwhelmed or confused by the amount of information online?

P10   9:28
Yes, of course. Like, I get, I always get confused, like...

Researcher   9:30
Mmh.
Because there are many, maybe many different content, different experiences. Yeah, that's effective. Yeah, and if, what made you feel that way?

P10   9:38
Into.
Yes, if.

Researcher   9:51
Like.
Okay.

P10   10:04
That was my decision.

Researcher   10:06
Yeah, because these things keep changing by time. And do you prefer content from official university accounts or students and influencers?

P10   10:11
Yes.
Students, mostly.

Researcher   10:24
Mm.
OK, and.
And do you rely on official university websites sometimes, or only students, or both, or how do you balance between them?

P10   10:41
So, I think I get my information from all the resources, not just one source.

Researcher   10:48
Mm.
Okay, that's perfect. That's interesting. And yeah, moving to the push and pull factors, what factors that pushed you to look for opportunities outside Algeria, like in your case in France?

P10   11:07
I think competition, limited opportunities and concerns about the health care sector in Algeria, that's my main reason.

Researcher   11:09
Mm.
Okay, and what the factors that called you towards friends?

P10   11:26
I feel like France feels more accessible linguistically and culturally to Algeria.

Researcher   11:34
Okay, yeah, and how has social media changed or influenced your perceptions about France?

P10   11:34
Mm.
It made France appear more familiar because I constantly saw Algerian students there, so that's what made me choose. Well, that's what made me choose France.

Researcher   11:51
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah, and yeah, and related to this, seeing Algerian students there, can you like give me an example of a post or video that shaped your opinion?

P10   12:16
Yes, of course. I watched a YouTube blog of an Algerian student explaining their  first year in France and how they adapted. That's this blog gave me an idea of how my life can be.

Researcher   12:18
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah.

P10   12:34
Yes.

Researcher   12:37
And how do you evaluate or compare opinions, or sorry, options based on what you see online?

P10   12:45
I compare cities, for example, universities, students' opinions, and living costs in every state or city.

Researcher   12:52
Mm.
Yeah, and have you ever changed your preferred destination after seeing content on social media?

P10   13:07
Can you repeat the question, please?

Researcher   13:10
Have you ever changed your preferred destination after seeing the content on social media? I mean, have you considered another country before choosing France?

P10   13:14
Yes.
So, yes, I...
Yes, at first I considered Canada, but later France seemed more realistic and affordable for me.

Researcher   13:25
Mm.
Okay.
OK, and what kind of content? OK, have you you have talked about videos? OK, and...
Any other practical factors that influenced your choice to study inference?

P10   13:50
Yes. Yes. I think coast, visa, accessibility, language, and have a relatives there, like, those are the reasons.

Researcher   13:54
Mm.
Okay.
And how did the costs of studying abroad affect your decision?

P10   14:17
France was more financially realistic for my family.

Researcher   14:22
Okay, and uh, yeah.

P10   14:22
That's.

Researcher   14:25
Okay, and okay, have you, or how did your personal safety or security influence your choice?

P10   14:26
Yeah.
Yeah.
I preferred places where relatives or Algerian communities already exist and where my religion...

Researcher   14:45
Mm.

P10   14:49
Exist.

Researcher   14:50
Yeah, okay, this is interesting. So, and yeah, we have spoke about visa requirements, like...
Yeah, okay. And did you or did any other factors have influenced your decision other than this, other than like family and language? Can you remember any other factors?

P10   15:16
Yes, like many students online discuss this practical reality.

Researcher   15:17
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah, like, yeah, and uh...

P10   15:25
Okay.

Researcher   15:29
And have you thought about the visa application? Is it easier in France?

P10   15:35
As a visa application, yes, yes, like France seemed more straightforward compared to some countries.

Researcher   15:35
Rather than, yeah.
Mm.
Yeah.
Okay.
And do you combine what you see online with the advice from family when choosing where to study?

P10   16:02
Where to study?

Researcher   16:04
I mean, do you combine like what you have seen online and the advice of your family?

P10   16:10
Yes, yes, yes, yes, definitely I do.

Researcher   16:12
Yeah.
Yeah, okay. Regarding trust and decision making, let's move to the, yeah, to this section. So how do you trust information you have seen on social media about universities abroad?

P10   16:16
Yes.
I don't completely trust the information I see on social media.
But...

Researcher   16:36
And what makes you believe or doubt the content you find online?

P10   16:44
Some influencers only show a luxurious lifestyle and positive moments. That's that make me doubt the fact that about the life I'm gonna live there.

Researcher   16:51
OK, yeah.
Yeah, okay, so uh...
OK, so in the in this, in I mean related to this, how how does what you see online compared to what you hear from or what you see on official websites like?

P10   17:12
Mm.

Researcher   17:21
What's the difference?

P10   17:23
Okay, so official websites are more reliable academically, but students explain the real experiences more honestly.

Researcher   17:29
Mm.
Oh, okay, okay. So yeah, this is a very important difference. And in what ways does social media reduce or increase your uncertainty about studying abroad?

P10   17:45
It reduces fear emotionally, but increases confusion sometimes because experiences differ, so like there's someone who likes it and someone who hates it and fails - that's the...

Researcher   17:48
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah, okay, yeah, of course, yeah. So different people, different experiences, different feedback. So yeah, that's completely logical. So yeah, and can you walk me through how you go from like first discovering the university or the universities that you are

P10   18:05
Yeah.

Researcher   18:20
Considering now to deciding whether to apply.

P10   18:24
So usually I discover universities through social media. Then I check official websites and ask students who already study there. So I get the academic information from the universities, the social

Researcher   18:30
Mm.
Mm.
Mm.

P10   18:46
The universities, how to say it, websites and social media, I check the students' opinions.

Researcher   18:50
Okay.
Okay, perfect. Yeah. And how did you first hear about university or a program?

P10   19:05
I think through Algerian students and TikTok and Facebook groups.

Researcher   19:13
Okay, and when comparing universities, what sources of social media content did you find most useful or trustworthy?

P10   19:27
The most trustworthy was official websites.

Researcher   19:31
Okay and.

P10   19:32
And the most useful was the discussions with the current students.

Researcher   19:40
Okay, perfect. And do you do you think some content creators or online sources are more reliable than official institutions?

P10   19:54
No, but students sometimes describe practical realities better.

Researcher   19:56
Mm.
Okay.
Okay, so we have answered this question. So we'll move to the cultural context and since you are going to France, so how or you are thinking to study in France, so how does Algeria's historical and linguistic relationship with
countries like France has like influence your choice.

P10   20:32
So it influences students a lot because French is already used widely in Algeria education. It's our second language. And like you know, France already colonized us. So like there is the deepest relationship that you can ever think of.

Researcher   20:36
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah, yeah, that's true. And do you think social media has exposes you to other destinations maybe?

P10   21:02
Yes, especially through English-speaking content online.

Researcher   21:07
Okay, yeah, you mean like English speaking destinations like the UK, the US. And yeah, and do you feel that social media helps challenge or reinforce these traditional preferences?

P10   21:14
Yes.
I think, can you repeat the question please?

Researcher   21:27
Mm.
Do you feel that social media helps to challenge these traditional destinations?

P10   21:38
Okay. I think both students discover new destinations online, but many still choose France because it is easier practically.

Researcher   21:39
Like friends, yeah.
Mm.
Okay, it's you mean it is easier for Algerian students?

P10   21:59
Yes.

Researcher   21:59
Yeah. And do you feel that studying in a francophone country says something about your identity?

P10   22:12
So, not necessarily, I chose forms mainly for practical reasons, not identity.

Researcher   22:14
Mm.
Okay, and yeah.
Okay, perfect. So we'll move to the integration or let's say expectations. How do you imagine your studying abroad experience? How do you imagine it?

P10   22:40
Um...

Researcher   22:40
Like, based on what you have seen online.

P10   22:44
I expect it to be challenging but rewarding at the end.

Researcher   22:49
Okay, and do you follow or interact any current students studying there or alumni online?

P10   22:59
Yes, regularly.

Researcher   23:01
Mm.

P10   23:02
Regularly.

Researcher   23:03
And are, yeah, and are there any concerns or doubts that remain, despite using social media?

P10   23:10
Yes, especially financial pressure and adaptation.

Researcher   23:14
Mm.
Yeah, okay, adaptation after arrival. And how do you think online impressions might differ from the reality of living and studying abroad?

P10   23:30
I think reality will probably be harder emotionally and financially than what appears online.

Researcher   23:39
Okay, and have you thought about possible challenges such as cultural differences, discrimination, and adapting to a new academic environment?

P10   23:47
Um...
Yes, of course. Yes, I have thought about the possible challenges, but like I only focus about my study. I don't give a big...

Researcher   23:54
Mm mm.
Mm.
Yeah.
Yeah, and since you have family there also, like it will help you to...

P10   24:10
No.
Yeah.

Researcher   24:15
to adapt, yeah. And how do you expect to use social media once you arrive abroad?

P10   24:27
To communicate with family, ask for help, and stay connected with other students.

Researcher   24:31
Yeah.
Okay, Algerian students or.

P10   24:40
I think students from any country, a student that will help me, that can help me.

Researcher   24:43
Yeah.
Yeah. Okay, so closing this interview, the last three questions is about if you were advising any other Algerian students, what would you tell them about using social media to plan their study?
Abroad.

P10   25:08
I want to tell them use social media as a starting point, but always verify information through official resources and real students, because the real, because the official sources, they are the main, the main, they are so trustworthy.

Researcher   25:13
Mm.
Mm.
Yeah, of course. Yeah. Okay, and what if you had to rate the influence of social media on your decision from 1 to 10, what would it be?

P10   25:30
That's what you can say.
I think it would be 8 out of 10 because the social media helped me discover opportunities and reduced my fear of studying abroad.

Researcher   25:57
Yeah, perfect. And is there anything else you'd like to share about your experience?

P10   26:05
Yes, so social media can inspire students a lot, but it sometimes hides the difficult realities of studying abroad. Like it's emotionally hard to stay away from your families and your houses and your culture, your religion.

Researcher   26:11
Mm.

P10   26:25
So I want to share my, I want to tell that I want to share about my experience to make the other students feel more, feel more like natural. I want, I don't want them to see everything as perfect.

Researcher   26:25
Yeah.
Mm.

P10   26:45
Everyone, every every person who can study abroad can can have can can have pressures, difficulties, and all this, but it's so trustworthy in the end.

Researcher   26:46
Mm.
Yeah.
Okay, that's perfect. I like the advice. So yeah, thank you so much, P10, for your time and for your insights, which will help me a lot in my data collection. So thank you so much and I wish you all the success in your
Study abroad journey.

P10   27:25
You're welcome. I was so happy to answer your question. Thank you.

Researcher   27:26
Okay.
Thank you so much. Bye bye.

P10   27:31
And.

Researcher stopped transcription
