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I: 	Right, [name redacted], this is an interview of [name redacted] on Friday 18th February at        11 a.m. and we are in the retired nurses home.

R:	That’s the date today, isn’t it?

I:	Yeah.  And my name is [name redacted] and I am one of the volunteer interview –

R:	Oh you’re a [name redacted] too?

I:	I’m a [name redacted] as well, yes.  Right, so, [name redacted], can you tell me a little bit about your home background, like when you were born and where you grew up and if you’ve got brothers and sisters.

R:	I was born in 1936 – a long time ago (laughs) – and I’ve got one sister.

I:	You’ve got one sister.

R:	Younger.

I:	A younger sister.  Okay, my dear.  And what made you decide that you’d like to go into nursing, anything in particular?

R:	Always wanted to.  I’d had spells in hospital when I was a youngster and that decided me, I wanted to be a nurse.  And somewhere I’ve got a picture of myself once I’d started.  I was so proud.  Oh yes, (overspeaking).

I:	Oh look!  We’re both looking at the picture.  Oh [name redacted]!

R:	I was very proud of that.

I:	Were you a staff nurse here?

R:	No.  By the third year, I think.  I can’t quite remember.

I:	But this is a lovely picture that we’re looking at of [name redacted].  She’s got her glasses and her hat on and she’s a third year student nurse.

R:	That’s right.

I:	That would be nice to put in the interview, yeah.  Right, so you did your three years and then what happened, [name redacted]?

R:	Then I was fortunate enough to have some prizes and –

I:	Really?

R:	Yeah.  So I was very proud when that day came.

I:	Of course, yes.

R:	Umm, and then what?  (Overspeaking) –

I:	What sort of prizes, what were the prizes for?

R:	What I’d achieved in the theoretical part of it.  Oh and general actually, yeah.  Achievement anyway overall.

I:	Achievement whilst you were training, yeah.  So what year did you start your nurse training and how long did it last for?

R:	1956.

I:	So 1956 for three years?

R:	Yes.

I:	And then once –

R:	But it just tipped over the three years.

I:	And what about the wards, how did you feel about the wards?

R:	Well in them days, see (laughs), they wards...  No, I’ll be sensible.  The wards were all Nightingale wards, beds one side, beds the other side, and almost always a couple of side rooms, and the ward sister decided who’d go in the side rooms.

I:	And do you have any special memories of any particular ward or any particular patient?

R:	Not partic... oh, particular patients, I suppose, was on the burns unit where we had some ghastly injuries and...  Is this what you want to hear?

I:	Yes, yes, about your experiences as a nurse.

R:	On the burns unit the two boys I remember in particular were those who’d made a... what do you call it?  They’d made themselves a little...  I was going to say ‘nest’ but I want a word for the...  Oh den.  They’d made themselves a den inside a hayrick and once they were in that den they lit some cigarettes – need I say more?  

I:	Oh dear.

R:	They were both terribly burned and... but lived, they didn’t die.  

I:	So they made a recovery?

R:	They made a recovery.

I:	I expect they were in hospital a long time.

R:	Ages, mm.

I:	And you were part of the team that helped make them recover?

R:	That’s right.  And I’ve never been able to forget them.

I:	Any other particular memories, anybody else, or any procedure or anything that you found very interesting?

R:	I think no other particular patient sticks in my mind, patient or patients.  Those two did in particular.  

I:	Yeah.  How old were they, can you remember?

R:	Well they weren’t old enough to officially be smoking but they did.  I don’t know, about 12 and 13 ish.  

I:	But they recovered so that was wonderful.

R:	They did recover, incredibly.

I:	Any other important experiences during your training that you particularly remember?

R:	I don’t think so.

I:	And do you remember laying up all the trays and trolleys?

R:	Oh golly, yes.  (Laughs)  Yes, I mean, when I started training no (s.l. CSSD) and so everything had to be boiled in a steriliser and then pulled out with the big long forceps and put on the trolley.

I:	And what about the syringes, what sort of syringes did they have them days?

R:	Well, I mean, they weren’t pre-packaged, they had to be boiled; the glass syringe boiled, separate needles boiled.	

I:	Everything was quite different?

R:	Quite different.

I:	Yes.  And you had to learn about your trays and trolleys?

R:	Mm.

I:	And what if you forgot something when you went to the patient?

R:	Well you didn’t dare forget anything actually.

I:	Well done.   And do you have any particular memories of relationships between nursing staff and doctors and student nurses and doctors?

R:	Medical staff and nursing staff, I think we worked... we did work in tandem and so we were a team.

I:	Yeah, that was...  You all helped each other?

R:	Yes.

I:	Yes.  What particular nursing skills did you learn, do you think, being a nurse?  Did it enhance your life as a whole?

R:	I don’t know that it did as a whole, yet it...  Well it was just something I always wanted to do and I felt so satisfied doing it.

I:	And how long did your nursing career last?

R:	Three years and two months.

I:	That was your training?

R:	Mm.

I:	And then what happened?

R:	Then what happened...  I decided to... well I wanted to stay on a little bit longer and I was granted that and so in all I did four years and a few months, I suppose.

I:	And then after you’d done the four years and a few months then what happened, did you move to another hospital or you became a –

R:	Well I moved to Edinburgh to do my maternity.

I:	And was that in parts or how was that?

R:	That was in part 1 and part 2.

I:	And did you love that?

R:	General was my favourite.

I:	General, yeah.

R:	Yeah, midwifery didn’t grab me.

I:	You preferred general?

R:	Mm.

I:	Yeah.  So you are now a qualified nurse and a qualified midwife, so what happened next in your nursing career?

R:	Do you know, I really can’t remember after that.  I wasn’t a qualified midwife, of course, because I didn’t do all of the midwifery training.

I:	So you went back to –

R:	Went back to general.

I:	Did you stay in Edinburgh in another hospital, or...?

R:	Well I came back south and went to London.

I:	Oh, to a London hospital, yeah.  And what was your role there?

R:	A senior qualified nurse really.

I:	Oh, senior staff nurse.

R:	Yes.

I:	Yeah.  And what ward were you on?

R:	(Pause)  I can’t quite think.

I:	You can’t quite think.  Yeah, well it was a long time ago, wasn’t it, yes.  So any other memories you have of nursing that you’d like to enlighten us with?

R:	I’m trying to think of anything there that would interest somebody else but –

I:	Well anything that you can think of I’m sure would be of interest.  Do you remember any...  Like I spoke to somebody else and they talked about leeches.

R:	No.  I dreaded I might be asked to do leeches.  I don’t mean in your question.

I:	No, I know.

R:	Fortunately I got away without needing to do leeches.

I:	(Laughs)  Okay.  And somebody else I spoke to, we talked about putting tealeaves under the bed to stop dust.

R:	Oh they used to do all sorts of funny things to minimise the dust being swept up or vacuumed up.

I:	Yeah.  Can you remember anything then that they don’t do nowadays?

R:	No.

I:	No, okay.  So then you came back to London.  And what about when you were off duty, any fond memories?  Can you describe what you did in your off duty?

R:	Nothing in particular, no.

I:	Just all the usual things?

R:	Mm.

I:	Right.  And what about nurses’ pay?

R:	Well I so wanted to get into nursing that the fact that other people described the pay as being a pittance, it didn’t bother me; I was in nursing and that’s what I wanted to do.

I:	Yeah.  And what about your uniform?  Tell me about your uniform, what you wore.

R:	There’s a picture of it somewhere.

I:	Yes, we’ve had a look at that picture.

R:	That was all the way through first, second and third year.

I:	So you wore the same uniform?

R:	We here had stripes on our sleeves to indicate first, second or third year.  Somewhere I worked later as a staff nurse, their students had stripes around their caps.

I:	So it was one stripe for first year, is that correct?

R:	That’s right.

I:	Yes.  Yeah, we had stripes but ours were the belt.  

R:	Well we changed to a black belt when we were an acting staff nurse.

I:	Yeah, we had a blue belt when we were.  So after Edinburgh you...  Any other nursing experience?  Did you ever work anywhere else besides Edinburgh and London, did you ever go abroad or were you a nurse tutor or anything else?

R:	I didn’t go abroad.  I had some experience as a unqualified tutor which I enjoyed and it made up my mind to do tutor training.

I:	So you became a nurse tutor then?

R:	Well an unqualified tutor.

I:	Unqualified nurse tutor, yeah.  And was that at Salisbury?  Because I noticed the picture in your bedroom.

R:	Oh yes.  It wasn’t Salisbury actually.

I:	And you enjoyed teaching the new students?

R:	Mm, I did.

I:	It was quite different, the way we’re taught things nowadays, yes?

R:	Oh yes.

I:	Yes.  So how long were you a nurse tutor?

R:	I can’t really remember actually but about four years.

I:	About four years, yeah.  And any particular student that sticks in your mind or any particular episode or anything particular stands out?

R:	Not really.  Not particularly with individuals, no.

I:	Of course when you’re a...  You see the nurses grow, don’t you, when –

R:	Mm, that’s true.

I:	Yeah, when they first come and then when they qualify.  So tell me, what happened when you qualified, did you have a ceremony, or how did that work?

R:	We had a prize-giving day and that I think left us all with a lovely feeling that we’d got there, we’d made it. And we actually had the day when we went on the platform to receive our hospital certificate.

I:	So it was quite a big important occasion.

R:	Oh very.  Well we were very proud anyway.  And our next of kin, they got invited, so in my case it was my parents and...  That meant a lot.

I:	And then all of a sudden you’ve got lots of responsibility.

R:	Well I went fairly quickly after that to do my midwifery.

I:	And did you ever deliver any babies, help deliver babies?

R:	Helped deliver them, mm.

I:	How wonderful.

R:	Well (laughs) I wasn’t enamoured with midwifery actually.

I:	Well each to his own, isn’t it?

R:	I mean, I did like the infants -

I:	Course you did.

R:	- but it wasn’t really for me to stay in it.

I:	Well you preferred being with your patients.

R:	I did.  Acute patients.  

I:	Acute medical or surgical or...?

R:	Acute surgical and burns.  Burns, I mean, some of them were ghastly but –

I:	So can you remember –

R:	- two of them stick in my mind in particular and they were two boys – I can’t remember their ages, they were early teens or something like that – and they’d made a den in a hayrick.

I:	Oh dear.

R:	Yes.  And they’d caught the hayrick alight while they were smoking and...  Well, they did survive, just.

I:	Mm.  Can you remember what treatment they had for burns in those –

R:	Not really, no.  I mean, the dreadfully burned ones had an anaesthetic and they were skin grafted but beyond that I can’t really remember.

I:	And did you do a course in skin grafts and burn care and...?

R:	They hadn’t got... umm, what it is I want to say?  They hadn’t got a burns course going for people to apply for widely in those days.

I:	It’s quite traumatic working with a burns patients.

R:	Oh it was.  Because they relived it time and time and time again.  

I:	So is there anything else that you’d like to share, anything else that you’d like to tell us about your nursing career?  

	(Pause)

	Oh.  Well shall we have a little break for the moment and we can come back to it another day and...

R:	Right.  I mean, I don’t know that I’ll remember anything differently another day.

	[End of transcript]	 
2

image1.jpeg
outsource typing service
Gype oL




