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MoN1 1
That’s a good job I noticed that. I don’t know how much we missed. 
Oh. 
It doesn’t matter. So we were saying that your parents initially thought that you might have become a teacher. 
Yes otherwise there was nothing involved, they were very good, they didn’t sort of force me to do anything, it was me. I think I was a bit of a… [pause] difficult.
And did you apply to a hospital?
Yes.
You yourself?
Do you know I don’t honestly remember but I must have done, I’m sure I did. 
It’s not something that the school would have done or your mother?
Oh no. I went to ((?0:00:54.2)) school, the home of Charles Dickens and it was a very good school, a very nice school. 
Okay tell me about travelling up to London then. 
Well we did that, obviously I was taken the first time and my first hospital was at St Marks’, City Road, London.
That’s where you started off.
That’s where I started. City Road.
And was that in a nurses’ home?
That’s where I went to yes, but I went obviously to the hospital first and was introduced to the matron. I haven’t thought about this for 50 years. 
Tell me about the nurses’ home, what was that like, can you remember?
It was being built. 
Being built?
They were building a new one or doing something, I can’t really remember, but we weren’t in the proper nurses’ home when I first went there, but we ended up in a very nice nurses’ home. And I did two years in this hospital and then… and I got my preliminary exams there, then I went on to the National Temperance Hospital in Hampstead Road, where I did my second two years. So I did a four year training altogether. And St Mark’s was the first one and the National Temperance was in Hampstead.
Yeah. Tell me about the nurses’ home, can you remember how many nurses there were? Did you come in as a set? 
No. 
You just came in by yourself?
I can’t remember, I must have done.
Did you have classroom teaching?
Not that I remember. 
It was straight onto the wards was it?
It was straight onto the wards yes, but you [pause]…
That’s okay. Can you remember what the room was like in the nurses’ home?
No. 
Or living there? Okay alright then. You’ve done two years at St Mark’s, two years at the National Temperance.
Yes. 
And then you qualified as a State Registered Nurse. 
Yes. 
Did you have a ceremony then with a badge and…?
Well I had a badge but I can’t remember a ceremony.
You can’t remember a ceremony but you got a badge anyway, that’s it. And then what did you do when you became state registered?
That’s a very good question. 
Where did you work?
[Pause]. Do you know I can’t remember that either. 
Okay. Can you remember any time later on where you worked? Any hospitals in London or Hampshire?
[Pause]. Well it’s awful really, I don’t remember. 
No that’s alright. You did tell me before that you adopted two children. 
Yes but that was much later. 
Do you want to tell me about that?
Well yes.
How that impacted on you being a nurse. 
Well in the meantime you see I got married and [pause] I don’t know why I didn’t have children of my own, I suppose there was a reason for that. I don’t really remember what happened then. 
No. 
This is when I became [name redacted]. He was a very nice man really, bless him. 
Hmm. And were you working at that time?
Hmm.
As a staff nurse or…?
Hmm. 
And was that in a hospital?
[Pause]. 
Its okay, it will come back to you. 
It’s awful to be so blank. 
Well you know when you’re not thinking about it it might well be that it comes to you all of a sudden. 
Does it? 
Hmm.
Yes probably that’s what will happen. 
It might be that’s what will happen. When you adopted your two children did you retire from nursing then?
Oh yes, yes. I married you see and we could have had children but we didn’t because… I’ve forgotten why we didn’t.
Do you remember what your husband used to do for a living?
He was a philatelist.
Oh yes. 
And he was tall and handsome and good-looking. We had amateur dramatics in common because I quite liked that and so did he, he was very good at it, and…
Did you do that at hospital when you were a nurse?
No. 
There wasn’t hospital plays or shows?
No, not that I remember. 
No. 
But we did it at home and when I was down here as I was with him, we did amateur dramatics then and down in Cornwall too we did amateur dramatics. I can’t remember where all these things fitted in, but they fitted in once I married him. 
Hmm.
But I think he’s still down here. 
Oh, hmm.
I was looking it up in the phone book the other day. 
Hmm.
Wondering if he was still down here actually. 
Your adopted children, do they have contact with him or…?
No. 
No. So you gave up work as a nurse when you adopted the two children?
Yes. 
Can you remember what year that would have been?
No I can’t to be honest, but I nursed again when they got older. I went back into nursing and did administrative work and all sorts of things. 
Did you?
Oh yes. So you weren’t just a staff nurse or sister. 
No I was a sister.
Yes. 
But I did quite a lot of work as a senior nurse.
Was that locally?
Not really no. I did a bit down here but no. I’m just trying to think where it was but you know up and down the south coast, I was a very good car driver, I have my certificate there.
Oh yes. That’s the Institute of Advanced Motorists 1963.
I like driving and I was a very good driver I kid myself.
So you travelled from hospital to hospital?
Yes, but I wasn’t in hospital a lot of the time, I was… what was I? Well I was out on the road actually.
Hmm. Okay, so you never became a matron.
I know that sounds silly not to be able to remember, but I think I was a sort of matron in some places but not a long-term matron anywhere. 
Hmm. And could you tell me when you eventually retired?
[Pause]. Well I think I eventually retired at the retiring age for my age. 
Hmm, so for women that would have been at 60 years of age, is that right? So that would have been 1980.
That’s about right. 
Yeah. 1980, about the same time that I started. 
Did you come from this part of the world?
No, no, I’m from Wales but I trained in the middle of England. 
Did you?
Yeah. 
What part of Wales?
Swansea I was born in. 
Were you?
Hmm.
Because I lived in Wales for a while. 
Hmm you told me when we… in Aberdare you said. 
Aberdare, that’s right. 
And were you working there as a nurse?
I didn’t go there as a nurse in training or a nurse trained, I can’t remember, I expect I did some work there, you did that wherever you went didn’t you. 
Hmm. 
My first husband was a dear really. 
That’s the philatelist?
Yes. 
Yes, so he dealt in stamps?
Well yes, that was his profession. 
Hmm. 
I think he may even be down here now, I don’t know, in this part of the world. 
Hmm. Okay, that’s alright. So perhaps you retired around about 1980 and in those last few years you were doing administrative type jobs. 
Oh I was, bossy woman you know. 
Were you? [Laughs]. You were a good ward sister.
Oh I was a ward sister yes. 
Why do you say that you were bossy?
[Laughs] because I probably was. 
Somebody told me once that ward sisters used to have to live on the ward, is that right?
No. 
No?
How could they. 
Or they’d have their own bedrooms at the end of the ward. 
Never, not in any work I ever did anyway. 
But did they have their own nurses’ home?
Oh they had a nurses’ home yes, but that was for all nurses, for all staff. 
Not one specifically for sisters?
No. 
No. 
I mean I remember this place when they were building it. 
Hmm, yeah. 
And I used to drive up and down this place on the main road and knew about the place long before I ever actually…
Came here.
Hmm.
Hmm. Did you work at Bournemouth General Hospital? You didn’t?
No. 
No, when you said the south coast, would that be Southampton and all the way along? Plymouth perhaps?
Plymouth yes. I’m just trying to think. The last job I had I think, as far as I remember… [pause].
Let’s see, can you remember what you used to do as a nurse?
Not particularly. 
In kinds of tasks?
It’s awful the things that I’ve forgotten. 
Hmm. Perhaps it’s not such a bad thing is it?
Well I don’t think I did anything very terrible [laughs]. [Pause].
No okay. Can you remember anything about the kinds of diseases that people used to have?
Well I think we had the same diseases that you have today except we didn’t have all the wherewithal of getting rid of the diseases. 
Hmm. So what did you do then if somebody got a chest infection for example?
Well we gave them tablets; we got tablets for them I remember. 
Hmm, okay. I don’t have the time on me; do we have a clock anywhere?
Its funny you should say that because I can’t find my watch. 
You can’t find your watch?		
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