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I: 	Right, okay, part 2, [name redacted], after a little break.  Right, off we go again then.  Eileen tells me that you used to work for Dorset School of Nursing.

R:	That’s correct.

I:	Yes.   So what did you do there?

R:	I was a tutor there.

I:	And whereabouts in Dorset?  Because it’s quite a big place, isn’t it, Dorset now.

R:	Yeah.  The Bournemouth area.

I:	Oh, the Bournemouth area, yeah.  And how long were you there then?

R:	Do you know, it’s hard to think, isn’t it, now.  I went there in 1986 until almost now.

I:	Oh well, quite a long time then.

R:	Yes.

I:	Yes.  So were you involved in...  Because there used to be SENs who then converted to become SRNs, were you involved in that?

R:	I wasn’t involved in conversion courses, no.

I:	No.  So what was your subject that you taught, [name redacted]?

R:	I taught basically applied anatomy and physiology.

I:	Oh that’s quite...  A very interesting subject, isn’t it?

R:	Extremely.

I:	Yes.  And were there any particular books that you referred to at different times?

R:	I mean, personally I tried to vary it actually.  

I:	And did you find the nurses picked it up easily, or...?

R:	I think most of them picked it up fairly well because and in my opinion it’s because they were selected corrected.

I:	Selected for training, is that what you mean?

R:	Well, selected for the courses they had to do.

I:	Yes.  Because the body is a marvellous thing, isn’t it, and to learn about it.

R:	Oh yes.

I:	So anatomy and physiology.   And –

R:	And I’d like to say applied anatomy and physiology so that they could think why they’re learning it.  Does that make sense?

I:	Yes.  And do you think they understood as much as you were able to teach them?

R:	I’d like to think they did because one went to great effort to explain.

I:	When I was learning I was always asking questions, so did you have somebody like that in your class?

R:	Oh yes.  In fact, we encouraged questions, definitely.

I:	Good.  And Eileen said you worked at Swindon Hospital for a while.

R:	Yes.

I:	So what did you do there?

R:	Same as I did in the Bournemouth area.

I:	A tutor?

R:	Yes.

I:	Yes, a tutor.  Any particular memories from Swindon Hospital you’d like to let us know about?

R:	Well I was there the...  When I first went there the hospital was developing and it was three hospitals in one; St Margaret’s Hospital which was out in a place called (s.l. Stratham, St Marlborough) and then the Princess Margaret Hospital, a new one in Swindon centre, and the Victoria Hospital.   So that gave me good experience.

I:	So did you work in each of these hospitals?

R:	Yes.

I:	And were they big or small or...?

R:	The biggest was the newest, the Princess Margaret Hospital, opened by Her Royal Highness.  The others were all a good size.

I:	And can you remember the wards, were they still the Florence wards?

R:	Not all of them, no.  Nightingale wards were... they were being phased out basically and...  And so quite a lot of the wards were known as ‘Nuffield’ wards and they were split up into bays.

I:	Oh really?  Yes.  I used to like the Nightingale wards.

R:	Did you?

I:	I’m very old-fashioned, [name redacted].  (Laughs)  And Eileen said she knew a friend that she thought you knew called Jo Allen.

R:	Oh yes.

I:	So you know Jo?

R:	Oh I know Jo.

I:	Yeah.  Do you want to tell me –

R:	We’re still in contact.

I:	Oh good.  She still comes to see you then?

R:	Yeah, when she can.

I:	Yeah.  That’s good.

R:	Because she’s not far from here, Josephine Allen.

I:	She lives in Poole, Eileen told me.

R:	That’s right.

I:	Yes.  So you’ve got fond memories of you and her time together?

R:	Mm, definitely.

I:	She was also a tutor?

R:	That’s right.

I:	Yeah.  So is there anything else about your tutor years that you’d like to tell me or about your nursing career, anything that makes an impact on you that we would find interesting?

R:	(Pause)  Well I enjoyed so much of it, you see.

I:	Anything particular that really makes an imprint on you?

R:	I suppose it was in my early days working on the burns unit.  They were generally such ghastly injuries, I can’t forget.  And so it...  (Hesitates) What shall I say?  It made me realise how prevention is vital.

I:	Mm.   Apart from the two boys that you told me about, is there any other incident that sticks in your mind?

R:	No, not really.

I:	Mm, yeah.  Right.  Well you had an interesting career and doing your training and then becoming a tutor, which did you prefer, a nurse or a tutor?

R:	Well I did want to extend my knowledge and in that way doing the tutor’s course helped me do that.  It gave me an experience of central London that I think I’d never have had otherwise.

I:	(Laughs)  Did you like living in London?

R:	I didn’t want to stay there forever but I did find the experience very good.

I:	And what was the name of the hospital in London that you were at?

R:	Well it wasn’t a hospital, it was the Royal College of Nursing.

I:	Oh, you were a tutor at the Royal College of Nursing?

R:	Tutor’s course.

I:	A tutor’s course, I beg your pardon, yes.  And you enjoyed that?

R:	Very much.

I:	Very much, yeah.  And how long did that course take you then?

R:	It took me over two years and I found it very satisfying.

I:	Well it was something you wanted to do so that was –

R:	It extended my knowledge and, as you say, it was something I wanted to do.

I:	Well I’m sure we’re all very grateful, all your students that you’ve participated your knowledge to them.

R:	Well I hope so.

I:	I liked my tutors.  I didn’t always understand because I wasn’t very clever but I asked questions and you said you encouraged your students to ask questions.

R:	I did.

I:	Did you ever get a question that you couldn’t answer?

R:	I didn’t ever get a question that I didn't find a way round the answer.  (Laughs) 

I:	(Laughs)  Well I think that’s enough for one day.  It’s been very interesting talking to you, [name redacted].  Is there anything else that you’d like to tell me or anything else, my dear?

R:	Not that I can think of actually.

I:	Okay, alright, we’ll draw the interview to an end then and thank you for participating.

R:	Oh thank you for questioning me.
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