Orchestra Project Day 1
Monday 16th November 2015
1-1:30 (group 1) - primary
1:45-2:15 (group 2) - secondary

Prior to start:
Main CT involved had already contacted us to say due to having to supervise lunch and was unable to run the session, we were hoping to have them to kick off the sessions but had to adapt and so IM said they would lead the session. We had a combined plan as a skeleton of what to cover.

Scheduled to start at 1pm and finish at 1:30pm
4 pupils down to attend plus teaching assistant or CT for some of the pupils. Me and IM.

The main idea of this session was to get the cyp present to listen to some new types of music that weren’t typical of what they may have heard before and also to explore some of the ideas from this music in the equipment supplied.

Equipment:
3x kaossilators with different settings (soft lead ld 019, pwm lead ld 011, chorus bass bs 058)
4x iPads with Orphion each connected to an amplifier

Spotify playlist:
Fourtet - Leila came around and we watched a video on Pause
- Very evocative of a warm and cosy day chilling out with a good friend! Very loose musically and parts could be moved around without losing the vibe.

Boards of Canada- Sunshine recorder, Dandelion, Energy warning
- Again, very chilled out mood stuff with little traditional musical devices. Some vocal samples in there and children ones, talking not singing.

Amon Tobin - Saboteur (dark and broody), Slowly (chilled)

Aphex Twin - Nannou
- This is made with sounds of wind up things and music boxes, you could imagine the students just rubbing a comb and winding things to try and recreate something similar

Up, Bustle and Out - Y Ahora Tu beginning
- the intro of this song is all made from water splashing sounds, just a nice example of using different sound sources

Lucrecia Dalt - Inframince
- pretty serious sub bass on this one and some wafty abstract vocal sounds, not much going on musically, but is very physical and moody


Session 1 (1-1:30)

Started at 1:10pm after waiting for cyp to arrive. 2 cyp attended 2 were not present. Advised by CT present along with her 2 pupils that we would have until 20 past so 10 minutes worth of session. We actually carried on until almost 1:30. 

IM asked what type of music the children usually listen to:
C1- Dance, abba and queen

IM played music from the Spotify list (track one) and asked how it made you feel? 
C1- Calm
C2- Sleepy
IM asked how do you think the sound were made, do you think it was an instrument? 
C1- Computer sounds

Track 2- 
C2- made hand symbols to the sounds in the style of the sound
C2- walked away, wanted to construct a flapper.
Both children were dancing

Wind up toys track:
C1- said sounded like wind up toys
C2- singing different song at the back of the room but dancing in the style of the song

Splashing water track:
C1-  sounds like putting stuff in the water- stones
Not an instrument but can turn it into a song. 

Bass song:
C2 very still for this (said was scary) shuddered their body to song.
IM asked how did it make you feel?
C1- Scary- as we talked about feeling the song in the body, C3 recalled seeing Mary Poppins and how the high notes in the musical had the same effect.
C2- bit scary

IM asked the children to think about instruments. Can they list some?
Trumpet, guitar, drums,
IM asked about the iPad? 
C1- said they listened to songs on the iPad 
IM spoke about electronic instruments and then demoed the Orphion app on the iPad.
He asked the cyp to have a go at the different types of interaction available like pointing the finger and using the flat of the finger to achieve different types of sounds. 

Both were trying
C2- was very expressive in their movement
C1 – was tapping and holding
C2 was using the thumb to make the sharper sounds
(the CT commented that distraction only usually takes a minute so this app had done well at holding attention)
C1- explored all notes and motions.

IM said to think about how we play instruments- short and sharp, soft and slow. Moving from circle to circle fluidly. 
C2 had created a paintbrush and card flapper. 
C2- shown how to hold down and slide

Then both how to slap and slide
C1- picked up straight away
C2 got the hang of it

IM demoed 2 notes using 2 fingers and both tried
C1 was tapping a lot,
C2 was also tapping

Plenary at end
Finished, asked if they like their instruments ?
C2- good! Different feeling from different sounds
IM asked how they would play if they were excited and C1 demoed some fast short playing and then for calm some soft slow changes.
It was mentioned that the 2 pupils present would be missing their outdoor time after lunch to attend the session so we discussed moving that around to allow for them to have that outdoor time back and combine the students into one group of a maximum of 8 cyp. 
Concentration was thought to be good by the CT present. 

Session 2 (1:45-2:15)

4 cyp, CT, CT, Me

C3- started exploring Orphion after being first to arrive and CT gave the ipad to them
Startle reflex was present on every sharper hit of the note, the soft notes are quite quiet against the much louder percussive hits. 

All iPad had the same notes

C4– came straight in and started playing with Orphion on the iPad. 
C5 – came in and also started exploring the app. 
They were all playing notes together sometimes the same ones which created a kind of beating and feedback as the sounds mixed and reinforced or cancelled each other in the air. 
C5- began exploring the interface in a drumming fashion
C4 was expressively flicking the instrument and playing all the notes at the same time leading to a kind of overloaded sound.

IM demonstrated the wobbling that could be achieved by moving the finger over the circles and the cyp copied them.
C3 was moving between 2 notes and using all fingers to tap and drum
 C5 created some crazy feedback sounds with the app
C3 was circling the interface
C5 was using both hands as if playing a piano

We then moved onto listening exercises:

Track 1- IM asked how does it make you feel?
C4- calm- sea- on the beach on a sunbed
C3 calm
C6 happy
C5 tiring sleepy

Track 2
C4- field and a helicopter on top of me
C3 strange
C3 and C5 were asked if they thought it was music and said no- talking 
C5 – it was like normal talking
C6- like a planet

all liked it
CT spoke about talking, rap, and spoken word vs singing in terms of whether we consider something to be music

Track 3 dandelions- 
C4 not music- like a pirate ship in storm with music on ship- playing in a boat
IM spoke about how the song evoked that feeling with the sounds and how they were used bringing the feeling

Track 4 –
C4 – it sounded like Michael Jackson at the start
C3- very weird liked it music funny
C5- was going to say something, we were going to come back to him
IM spoke about the percussive elements and sounds
C3- it had didgeridoo in it
C6- liked it happy
CT said it evoked movement

Track 5 clockwork
C4 - scrapper stick and xylophone sounds I heard
C5- joyful
C3 – drums could hear
C5 – clapping could hear
CT could hear the vocals
IM spoke about the pebble like sounds
They thought it was music

Exploring orphious
Different sounds on one pad, tap and hold different sounds
C5 playing rhythm
IM demoed the flick slick and all the cyp copied- iit sounded like flocking birds waiting to swoop to me. Power in a few people doing the same thing
C3- discovered the wiggling flick and C4 began tapping the notes.

Plenary at end

Next time- they all like the instrument
CT mentioned using a looper to get that repetitive repertoire
As a tool for building up and bringing in and out

CT spoke about the preconceptions of music and how that is challenged in some cases today and also about giving everyone space to voice their expression,
C4 really wanted to play the piano
We spoke about C3 and expanding the space they are given to input to allow them to grow in their opinions, IM pointed out we could do this through the music, musically express themselves if verbally its difficult to put into words.
CT spoke about putting Spotify in the classrooms so people can get exposure to these different types of music and styles of organising sound and also about putting the Orphion app on school iPads in classrooms, pupils could then show others from their class what they had done to bring peer to peer learning in. 
