Meeting with Electronic Orchestra Set-Up Team 21/9/2015 Monday 1-2pm
Location: School A 
People present: AHT, CT, DMSST, Asha Blatherwick, IM

Meeting about the orchestra project 

AHT led the meeting. Everyone said how they were involved last time to give CT an update.  
IM spoke about expression versus constraint and how sometimes instruments are so constrained that they don’t offer the expression needed for the kids to feel truly in control. CT countered with the fact that opening up expression also means that it takes longer to get outcomes and in an environment driven by outcomes things can get done for people rather than by them which is not as satisfactory as a learning process. Last years’ experience had elements of this constraint. 
We discussed some of last year’s children and young people and the devices they had used to perform and how these were developed and fine-tuned over time in terms of both the hardware and the software.  
There was discussion of the differing opinions form different sources over whether the technology was working in some instances specifically with the eye gaze system.  
When it came to the performance it was not as successful as some of the rehearsal sessions, technical issues such as the eye gaze unit not being charged added to this. 
CT asked how the initial pupils were chosen for the project - AHT explained how various other orchestra projects had worked previously. There was some discussion about what other people bought to the other years. 
AHT noted that the children chose the classical piece last year from a choice of 5 other types of music, he said this gave the children a parity with mainstream orchestras.  
It was also noted that in some of the sessions that there were issues with the dedicated hardware that some of the children used not being charged or easily operated by the TAs present that would sometimes change week to week. There was discussion of the location that the orchestra practiced in, the art room, and the sensory studio and some of the problems of these spaces and how to combat this each child had their own sound source amplifier placed close to them so they could hear themselves.  

We discussed the sessions location and the fact that weekly sessions ran all year within the school and led to 2 performances, primary leavers graduation, and the celebration assembly. CT suggested that as these were not the highlight performances it would have been beneficial to video the sessions as much as possible.  
We discussed our connections with other things happening and the potential of linking in with what they are already doing for the coming year. 

We spoke about new pupils for this year and having 1 session a week with 8 pupils with the time of day being important as at some points last year the children were fatigued depending on the time of the session. We have £500 in the kitty from last year. 

IM said in hindsight it would have been good for the children to have chosen their instruments sound at the start and then stuck with it, AHT said we did go through in each session and everyone would discuss their sound and how they felt about it. AHT talked a bit about how the sessions worked, with notation and who conducted etc.  

CT asked what the next stage would be? IM replied -giving children feedback through their instruments as the iPads do not really provide sensory feedback, a set sound but offer a range of expression as with traditional instruments, and using the teapot analogy (something that by its design lends itself to being used as designed), to use objects that control sound with naturalistic mappings, such as opening a box to change the filter on the sound.  
AHT said the kids need more than digital feedback, they need a deeper resonance, IM said that sometimes the decoupling of the interaction and the sound production can be an issue with realising cause and effect. 

There was also talk of getting the children involved to do a tour or at to explore taking them to a studio to gain that experience. CT suggested we stick with a similar set up with the principles and the structure but upgrade the way we document, develop new tools, and record off site at some point maybe for a day trip. This will give the children a different experience as live performance is hard and can take years to master so this would be a good initiation into performing live.  

We discussed sorting out a time and place for sessions, and also some children and young people were suggested as potential orchestra members from past years and new members with an interest in music.  

I talked a bit about my research and what I wanted to do, AHT suggested preparing a statement and consent form for parents. We are going to try and find a time and space for the sessions to happen.  

