Interactions with Class Teacher School A

9/11/15
email
Excellent, really pleased. Thank you! 
 
I will make some time on Wednesday to look at this and write some focus questions and activities. It's only a half hour, and whilst structure is useful, exploration essentially is centred around pupil initiation within that structure. Who knows what we might learn from them... 
 
I will also email all staff involved on Wednesday, and invite the three nominated pupils as well. Will copy  you both into that.
 
I'm feeling really inspired at the moment, particularly looking at the sensory stuff you sent through.
 
I'm wondering if we could ultimately use the sensory studio for orchestra performance to smaller school groups - this means more than one performance, (always useful) and might have implications for the projections. The projection screen in the main hall is down too low for many people to see all of it clearly.
 
Be in touch Wednesday
 
CT

17/11/15
 Email  
I'm hoping we can do that fairly regularly so pupil experience is well documented. Not only do I feel it's owed to our sponsors, but also because discovery learning is valued in the school, evidence is fab.
 
I'll get onto the apps thing asap


23/11/15
in session chat
CT- talked to her about issues with 1st group. we are going to use the first sessions as exploratory evaluation sessions to see about the access needs of the students coming- as we started making hardware and software when it really needs to be individually tailored to the students involved- 
the worry was from last time that expression was not really catered for and the way some of the instruments worked were more about triggering things with no real sense of agency or actual expression for the person involved. 
  
there is also the worry of having finite time and a larger set of pupils to work with and how working individually with some students may impact on the amount of time being able to be given to the other students who can access the same resources as each other. so big group all using one thing and working with them to work together on pieces and develop within the group and individually through one tool or working with individuals to develop the one tool they will be using and then how that will integrate with the others (IM). CT said that the group could split off in the future and some students might find that the orchestra does not suit them, the main orchestra could splinter into different groups.  

31/11/5
CT - mentioned b squared assessment as the assessment guidelines they have to follow and how they aren’t the best. 

4/12/15
Hi Asha
 
I was wondering if it might be helpful to keep checking in about the structure of orchestra sessions?
 
We can have a chat on Monday if you like about this a bit more indepth, but it might work best if you always have the first ten minutes for pupils having free exploration as soon as they arrive. This way, you can spend some time simply observing them and how they respond without necessarily feeling you have to lead what they're doing.
 
The middle 10-15 minutes could have some focus questions in it e.g. 'What does that sound make you think of?'; 'What sounds seem to fit with this picture?'; 'What sounds have you captured with the class iPad this week?'; alternatively the things you were doing with sequencing their sounds through basic conducting are also good activities for their abilities to divide their attention between what they're playing and when. Playing with dynamics is good too.
 
At the end it might work for the pupils to say something they'd like to try the following week, or say what they're going to practice for next time.
 
I imagine the end product with be an overall framework (e.g. an introductory/connecting collection of sounds) joining together various pockets of improv that are inspired by pictures/slides.
 
See you Monday! 
 
CT
